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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are 
discovering that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. 
They play with language, which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to 
use larger number sets and to understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready 
to expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early 
readers to a range of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Videos—each story read aloud and visually enhanced

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons that  
  detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to practice  
  reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER EXAMPLE LESSONS:

LESSON #1: Writing and Spelling. Let your child think about the unusual baobab tree. Ask her 
to write a creative story about it. If she has trouble with spelling, try a game from writer and 
tutor Peggy Kaye. It is called “Body Writing.” Choose a simple word, “trunk” for example. Don’t 
tell your child the word. Have her close her eyes. Then trace the first letter onto her hand. Keep 
tracing the t until she says it. Then move on to the next letter. She will be filtering through the 
lists of words she knows. She will use letter sounds to create a picture of the word. This is what 
successful spellers do. Body Writing may not be easy at first. Let her try out a word on you. Play 
a few rounds and then stop. She will be eager to play again at a later time.
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LESSON #2: An Engineering Challenge. Use regular copy paper (not card stock) and several 
books for this experiment inspired by Janice Van Cleave’s 200 Gooey, Slippery, Slimy, Weird, and 
Fun Experiments. Fold three sheets of paper into one 3-D cylinder, one 3-D triangle, and one 3-D 
square. Secure each shape with tape. Direct the kids to slowly pile a book at a time onto each 
shape. Which shape held the most books? Why is that? (Because it has no corners, a cylinder 
distributes the weight evenly. All parts of the cylinder contribute to its overall strength.) Talk about 
columns on buildings in your town. Are they on the inside or outside of the building? Are they 
mostly for beauty? Or do they also support beams or arches?

LESSON #3: Buzzing Bees. Homeschooling mom Jenni Auvenshine suggests having your 
children close their eyes to listen to Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s “Flight of the Bumblebee” (only 1 
minute-31 seconds long). Research the background for this piece of music from the opera The 
Tale of Tsar Sultan. Have them create a bumblebee story in their minds. Let them tell their stories 
once the music stops. Then tell them the actual story. Play the piece again and have the kids 
move their bodies to the rhythm of the music—like buzzing bees.

LESSON #4: Sunlight Warms the Earth. Genesis 1:16 reminds us that “God made the two great 
lights—the greater light to rule the day.” Take advantage of the warm days of September with 
this experiment. Find a patch of yard or driveway that still is lit by the Sun for several hours a day 
and note how long that time is. Use two clear glass pitchers. Add a quart of water to one. Place 
that in the area of sunlight. Have your child add one tea bag. Wait three hours. Record the child’s 
observations. Heat the other quart of water in a pan on the stove. Let your child add a tea bag to 
that water, allow it to cool, and add to the other glass pitcher. Serve one glass of “Sun” tea and 
one of the boiled tea to the child. (Allow the same number of sugar packets for sweetening if 
desired.) Have the child smell and taste some of each tea. Compare color, clarity, aroma, taste. 
Which tastes better? Refrigerate both remaining teas. Test again the next day.

LESSON #5: Fire Prevention Week. October 7-13 is National Fire Prevention Week. One of the best 
ways to teach your children about what firefighters do is to take them to your neighborhood fire 
station for a tour and a talk by a firefighter. Be sure to make an appointment. Prepare the children 
in advance. And review what they have learned when you return from your visit. The National Fire 
Protection Association has much helpful material online too.
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LESSON #6: Let’s Get Moving. Whether or not your child is interested in ballet, dancing is a good 
form of exercise. Many dances can teach children locomotor skills such as walking, jumping, and 
hopping, as well as the concepts of clockwise and counter clockwise. P.E. Central has some good 
ideas at www.pecentral.org/lessonideas/dance/danceindex.asp.

LESSON #7: Cook like Jennifer. Don’t let Jennifer Ziemons have all the miniature fun. Make some 
of your kids’ favorite dishes and reduce them to miniature sizes for a party. Make mini-pancakes. 
Add peanut butter or Nutella for glue. Then alternate with mini slices of banana and strawberry 
on skewers. Use prepared pie dough and cherry pie filling to craft mini pies to bake in muffin 
cups. Cook up some super-cheesy macaroni and cheese and bake small bites in muffin tins. Use 
prepared crescent dough to bake mini pizza crusts. Let the kids add their favorite toppings.

LESSON #8: Down on the Farm Math. As part of a farm-themed unit, try this math skills activity 
(www.kidzone.ws/thematic/farm/). Gather at least four identical containers for estimating. Fill one 
container with 100 unpopped popcorn seeds or kernels of wheat. (Make sure the items nearly fill 
that container.) Fill a second container with 25 seeds, a third with 50, and a fourth with 150. Show 
the kids the container with 100 seeds and tell them how many are in the cup. Ask the children to 
estimate how many seeds are in the second, third, and fourth containers. You also might want to 
fill several different types of containers with 50 seeds each and ask the children to estimate how 
many there are. Which containers were harder for them to do the estimating?

In addition to the print magazine, use the God’s Big WORLD website at  
godsbigworld.wng.org. The video versions of the stories are especially  

useful for visual and auditory learners and for helpful repetition.
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