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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are 
discovering that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. 
They play with language, which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to 
use larger number sets and to understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready 
to expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early 
readers to a range of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Videos—each story read aloud and visually enhanced

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons that  
  detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to practice  
  reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

MAY/JUNE EXAMPLE LESSONS:

LESSON #1: It’s a Grand Old Flag. June 14 is celebrated as Flag Day in the United States. Let 
your children make an American flag mosaic. You should begin with a template. Use a 24-inch-
wide roll of white paper. Cut a sheet 46.6 inches long. Then use a yard- or meter-stick to pencil 
in the blue rectangle (13” tall, 18.25” long) and 13 stripes (1.85” thick). Go over the pencil lines with 
a black marker. Then tape the paper securely to a wall. Let the kids cut chunks of red, white, 
and blue (you will need lots of paper pieces!) from old magazines. Mark the areas that need to 
be red and blue so the kids know where to glue each color of paper. (The bits of paper should 
overlap for the best effect.) When that is complete, glue 50 white stars onto the blue field. This 
makes a colorful textured flag.
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LESSON #2: Mars Geography. Find images of the surface of Mars in books or on the internet. 
Mars has many landforms. There are mountain ranges, including the highest known peak in the 
solar system—Olympus Mons. If you were to stand on Mars at any place where the mountain 
is visible, you would not be able to see the top! It is three times higher than Earth’s highest 
mountain—Mount Everest. Mars has the deepest known canyon. It is more than seven miles 
deep. The planet also has deserts, craters (probably made by space rocks hitting the planet), and 
what look like ice caps. These seem to grow larger in Mars’ winter and smaller in the summer. 
Have the children try to identify some of these landforms. You might also want to look at pictures 
of Earth’s surface and compare the two. Remind the children how remarkable is God’s creation 
of Earth.

LESSON #3: Plant Parts. After your children seem proficient at naming the three major plant 
parts: roots, stems, and leaves, visit your local supermarket or farmers’ market to observe various 
vegetables. To extend the lesson, purchase a variety of fresh vegetables. Then hide parts of 
those plants around the classroom, house, or yard. Have three containers ready for what the 
children find (roots, stems, leaves). The kids should identify which part they find and then place 
each into the appropriate container. Have an example of each whole plant for comparison. Learn 
Genesis 1:30 together, where God said, “I have given every green plant for food.”

LESSON #4: Try Making Some Cheese. It is not very hard to make a batch of cheese with your 
children. Recipes abound online. This one (whileshenaps.com/2015/06/summer-activity-
with-kids-making-cheese-at-home.html) has a very simple recipe plus some great extended-
learning ideas. 

LESSON #5: Waiting Room Counting: Here’s something you can try (from Games for Learning by 
Peggy Kaye) to keep your youngsters occupied while you are waiting in the doctor’s or dentist’s 
office. Pick up a magazine with lots of pictures. Let your child find a picture she likes—a baby 
food ad, for example. Then begin to ask number questions about the picture: “How many flowers 
are on the baby’s blanket?” “How many fingers can you see?” “How many letters are in the word 
peaches?” Once your child gets the idea, she can ask the questions while you do the counting. 
Try tricky counting variations: “If you give each person two cookies, how many cookies will that 
be?” “If we draw a hat on every head, how many hats will we draw?” There might be far less 
fidgeting during the wait as your child practices her numbers.
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LESSON #6: Make Your Own Geyser. You will need a pot full of water, a funnel, and aluminum foil. 
Place the funnel upside down in the water (the narrow tube should be sticking up). Cover the pot 
with aluminum foil, making a hole for the funnel spout to be sticking out. Seal the foil around the 
tube. Turn the burner on high and bring the water to a boil. Stand back as it boils. Observe what 
happens. (Steam escapes first, then boiling water will spout out of the tube.) It is like a geyser.

LESSON #7: Rhyming Telephone Game. This rhyming game can be played with a small group of 
children seated in a close circle on the floor. Choose one child to begin. Whisper a short rhyming 
sentence into his ear. (Examples: A cat sat on the mat. Hop on Pop. The fat rat has a hat. Jack has 
a black sack. It is fun to run. Jill went up the hill.) He whispers the message to the child on his right. 
The message continues to be whispered around the circle until it reaches the child who began. 
He shares what the “new” rhyme is and then tells what the original rhyme was. Let each child 
have a turn to start another rhyme.

LESSON #8: Role-Play Good Manners. Let your children role-play these different “manners” 
scenarios. 1) Two children are coloring at a table. One child needs a crayon that is out of reach. 
But it is near the other child. What should the first child say to the child nearest the crayon? 2) 
One child walks in front of another. What should he say? 3) The teacher is giving directions to the 
group. One child has a question. Have her act out what she should do. 4) A spring day has turned 
cold outside and the kids are headed for recess. One child has a sweater and a jacket. Another 
child did not bring either one to school today. What should the first child do? Allow the kids time 
to think of other situations so that everyone has a turn to act out good manners.

In addition to the print magazine, use the God’s Big WORLD website at  
godsbigworld.wng.org. The video versions of the stories are especially  

useful for visual and auditory learners and for helpful repetition.
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