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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are 
discovering that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. 
They play with language, which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to 
use larger number sets and to understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready 
to expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early 
readers to a range of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Videos—each story read aloud and visually enhanced

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons that  
  detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to practice  
  reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

MAY/JUNE EXAMPLE LESSONS:

Lesson #1: Conchs and Horns. A player of a conch shell controls the pitch by how he shapes 
his lips and uses his face muscles and tongue. He can modify the sound by putting his hand 
inside or over the opening of the shell. Look for a video of American jazz trombonist Steve Turre 
playing conch shells. You and your children will be amazed at what sounds he produces. Let 
your kids use a paper towel tube, a plastic soda bottle, construction paper, and masking tape 
to make a trumpet at home. Find directions here: https://makingmusicfun.net/htm/f_mmf_

music_library/make-your-own-trumpet-step-by-step-instructions.php.
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Lesson #2: Animal Tracks. After a snowfall or rain, ask your children where you might find 

animal tracks in your yard, under a tree, or in the woods. Gather a camera, measuring tape, 

clipboard, and pen. Put on your boots. Go looking for tracks. And be careful! When you find 

signs of tracks, step back to allow everyone to see what you see. Take pictures. Record your 

findings.

Lesson #3: Clock Hats. Extend our fedora story into a lesson on learning time to the hour 

and half hour. Stephanie Trapp offers this lesson http://www.primarythemepark.com/wp-

content/uploads/2015/05/Clock-Hat-Template.pdf on making Clock Hats.

Lesson #4: Little Cocoa Peaks. Taste a mountain! Make these little cocoa cakes that will 

remind your children of the mountains and plateaus of Bolivia. Add ½ cup soft butter and 1 cup 

sugar to a large mixing bowl. Beat well. Into a small bowl, beat 3 eggs until light. Use a mixing 

spoon to incorporate the eggs into the butter and sugar mixture. Sift ¾ cup cocoa powder, 1 

½ cups flour, 1 T. baking powder, and a pinch of salt together in a third bowl. Have 2/3 cup of 

milk ready to use. Add half the dry mixture to the butter mixture. Beat well. Add half the milk 

and beat. Add the rest of the dry ingredients and beat well. Then add the rest of the milk. Beat. 

Stir in 1 t. vanilla. Butter and flour a muffin tin. Fill each cup 2/3 full. Bake for 20 minutes at 375°. 

Remove from oven, loosen cakes with a knife and turn out onto a wire rack. Serve warm with 

whipped cream “snow.”

Lesson #5: Robot Vests. You might have an arsenal of STEM materials handy for your kiddos 

to make their own simple robots. Or you might want to let them use items collected from 

around the house to make paper robot vests. Start with large paper grocery bags cut down the 

middle of the front. Then add a circular opening to fit around the neck and panels in the sides 

for their arms. Provide glue, markers, bottle caps of varying sizes, buttons, paper clips, safety 

pins, pom-poms, round candies, yarn or string, and whatever else might belong on a robot. Let 

them get to work. Have them write a story about what their robot is called and what it does. 

And be sure to let them model their creations.
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Lesson #6: Salty Stalactites. It’s easy to make stalactites in your kitchen. You will need two glass 

jars the same size, water, Epsom salts, string, small weights, and a plate. Fill each jar nearly full with 

warm water. Mix Epsom salts into each jar until no more salt dissolves. Cut a piece of string long 

enough to stretch between the two jars, set far enough apart to place a plate between them. Wet 

the string and tie one weight to each end. Drop a weight into one jar and the second weight into 

the other. Make sure the plate is under the string. Check at least once a day to see the progress of 

your stalactite formation. Do you also find a stalagmite forming?

Lesson #7: Pebble Chase. Here’s a game Greek kids like to play: Children line up shoulder-to-

shoulder with their hands held out in front of them. Their palms from pinkie finger to the wrist 

should touch. The child who is “It” walks down the line pretending to drop a small pebble into a 

player’s hands. When “It” does drop the pebble, the player with the pebble runs to a spot already 

chosen and back to “It” without being captured by other players who have given chase. If the 

player is not captured, “It” begins again. If the player is captured, the person who caught her 

becomes “It.”

Lesson #8: Artifact Find. An artifact is any object that was made, modified, used, or moved by past 

human behavior. The items in the King Tut exhibit are artifacts. They tell us something about the 

life of this ruler in Egypt, just as items in your home tell something about your family. Have the 

children look for family artifacts (an heirloom, a favorite toy or object, a tool). Ask them to explain 

what that item might tell others about the person who made it or used it.

In addition to the print magazine, use the God’s Big WORLD website at  
godsbigworld.wng.org. The video versions of the stories are especially  

useful for visual and auditory learners and for helpful repetition.

God’s Big WORLD 3

MAY/JUNE TEACHING GUIDE


