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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are 
discovering that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. 
They play with language, which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to 
use larger number sets and to understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready 
to expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early 
readers to a range of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Videos—each story read aloud and visually enhanced

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons that  
  detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to practice  
  reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

MARCH/APRIL EXAMPLE LESSONS:

LESSON #1: Poetry Corner. Look online to find the poem “There Once Was A Puffin” by Florence 
Page Jaques. Use it to introduce a poetry unit to your children. Sing a favorite song together. 
Write down the lyrics. Ask your children to write a poem that they could sing to the melody 
of the song. Have the kids write an acrostic poem using the letters of their first name (top to 
bottom) as the first letter of each line. Or teach the children about the three-line haiku (five 
words/seven words/five words).
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LESSON #2: Make Your Own Blimp. For a simple spinning blimp, you will need printer paper (and 
other types if you want to do more investigating) and scissors. Cut a strip of paper about one inch 
by eleven inches. Make one snip at the top of one end of the strip and a snip at the bottom of the 
other end. Link the two slits together to make the paper look like a blimp or fish outline. Stand 
at the top of the stairs and let your strips go. What happens? Research Bernoulli’s principle to 
find out why. Or go to https://makezine.com/projects/easy-balloon-blimp/ to make a fun and 
inexpensive blimp with balloons.

LESSON #3: Police Are Community Helpers. As part of a larger “community helpers” unit, organize 
a visit to your local police station or see if your neighborhood community resource police 
officer(s) would be willing to come to your classroom. Before the field trip or classroom visit, make 
a list of what the children know about police officers and another list of what questions they have 
about a police officer’s job. Let the students complete a third list telling what they learned after 
the field trip/officer’s visit. Have the children write thank-you notes, including two things they 
learned. Let them draw a picture to match. Mail or deliver these to the officer(s).

LESSON #4: Panama Canal, Quetzals, and Mola. Panama is the S-shaped country in Central 
America through which the Panama Canal runs, connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The 
story of building the canal is intriguing—one which your children might enjoy. The country is also 
a tropical paradise. Introduce the quetzal to your kids. They will love its brilliant colors and spiky 
crest. Or learn about the Guna/Kuna Indians, known for mola, their brightly patterned clothing. 
(The Indians painted their bodies before Spanish missionaries encouraged them to transfer their 
geometric designs to fabric.) Your children would have fun creating their own molas.

LESSON #5: Water Lilies to Grow and to Make. Explain to your children that the lily flower and lily 
pad they see on a pond are just part of the plant. If they pulled a leaf up out of the water, they 
would see a long stem (called rhizome) that reaches to the bottom of the pond. Water lilies do 
not need big root systems to find more water for the plant. But the roots also get food from the 
sediment on the pond’s bottom. Let your kids make and color their own water lilies from paper. 
The lily’s leaves should be half the size of the flower’s radius. Then fold the leaves over the top of 
the circular part of the flower. Place the folded lilies into water and see what happens!
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LESSON #6: Improve Motor Skills. Many children ages 5-6 do not yet have the refined motor skills 
to ride a bike safely. There are some things you can do to help your child improve balance and 
coordination. Spread pillows, bean bags, or crumpled blankets on the floor. Let your kids walk 
over this unstable surface while working to remain upright. Have your child “walk” on his hands 
while you hold his legs off the floor wheelbarrow fashion. Ask her to kneel on the floor (no hands 
touching the floor) to bat a balloon back to you. Play hopscotch . . . you get the idea.

LESSON #7: Puzzling Tangrams. Tangrams (a Chinese puzzle consisting of seven shapes or 
“tans”) can teach kids about spatial relationships. (And a study by Yi Ling Cheng and Kelly Mix 
shows that children who spent forty minutes solving shape rotation puzzles performed better on 
a pencil-and-paper math test immediately after.) There are plenty of websites to help you get 
started with these fun puzzles.

LESSON #8: Read-Aloud Horse Stories. Your younger children might not be able to read these 
chapter books on their own yet. But they will love hearing you read aloud to them, which is 
something relaxing for both you and the kids. Try these: Misty of Chincoteague, by Margeurite 
Henry; National Velvet, by Enid Bagnold; My Friend Flicka, by Mary O’Hara; Black Beauty, by Anna 
Sewell; or The Horse and His Boy, by C.S. Lewis.

In addition to the print magazine, use the God’s Big WORLD website at  
godsbigworld.wng.org. The video versions of the stories are especially  

useful for visual and auditory learners and for helpful repetition.
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