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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are 
discovering that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. 
They play with language, which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to 
use larger number sets and to understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready 
to expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early 
readers to a range of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Videos—each story read aloud and visually enhanced

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons that  
  detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to practice  
  reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

MARCH/APRIL EXAMPLE LESSONS:

Lesson #1: Color Bubbles. Teach your kids about bubble color mixing. (Instructions abound 
online for this fun activity.) Provide white sheets of paper and a straw for each child. Arrange 
stations with sturdy containers containing some red, yellow, and blue tempera paint that has 
been thinned with water and with a bit of added dish soap. Students begin with the yellow paint 
and blow bubbles until they reach the top of the container. Then have them press their paper 
onto the bubbles, popping them and leaving light yellow circles on the page. Have the kids 
move on to the red and then the blue, doing the same thing. Remind them to overlap colors to 
see what happens. (You might have to limit the number of prints per child.)
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Lesson #2: Fishy Poetry. After reading the fish pedicure story, brainstorm with your kids. What 

sounds, sights, and smells might they encounter in the doctor fish café? What would they feel 

if they had the fish pedicure? Have each child write a poem in the shape of a fish. Have them 

read their poems aloud. Be sure to display their creations.

Lesson #3: Bread Clay. You probably don’t want the kids sculpting with butter. So try bread 

clay instead (kinderart.com/)! You’ll need one slice of bread with the crusts cut off, 1 T. of glue, 

and acrylic paint. (You may multiply this recipe if you want to make larger molded items.) Mix 

the bread and glue with your hands. It will be very sticky. Keep mixing until it is soft. Store in an 

airtight container. Shape it. Air-dry it. Then paint.

Lesson #4: Planets in Song. Help your children learn the order of the planets by teaching 

them a song. YouTube has several examples. Here’s one, set to the tune of the A-B-C’s song: 

“Mercury, Then Venus. Earth is next. It’s our planet. Then come Mars, Jupiter, Beautiful Saturn, 

Uranus. Neptune is the very last one. All eight planets orbiting the Sun.”

Lesson #5: Consider Inventors. Someone had to invent something for there to be a gadget 

show. Your children probably have inventive ideas of their own. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt’s 

Education Place suggests these: 1) Send the kids on a scavenger hunt of the building to find 

inventions. Give each pair of kids a letter of the alphabet to look for inventions that begin with 

that letter. 2) How can the pencil be improved? Let them design and build their new pencils. 

3) Discuss how machines help us do things. Have the students invent a new machine to help 

them and their peers or family.

Lesson #6: Make a Cactus Garden. God says in Hosea 13:5, “It was I who knew you in the 

wilderness, in the land of drought.” The different shapes and sizes of cactuses make them 

fun to collect and plant. And they need very little attention after that. Look online for simple 

planting instructions. Visit the local garden center with your child to choose the cactus plants 

he or she would like to have. Warn her that the thorns can be sharp. Pick up whatever else you 

might need (pebbles, sand, gravel, or shallow container). At home, wrap a piece of newspaper 

around each cactus to make planting safer. Then let your child enjoy his work.
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Lesson #7: On a Sailing Ship. Sailors in the time of Captain Matthew Flinders got plenty of exercise. 

Play this movement game with your kids when they need to get the wiggles out. The children 

will pretend they are on a sailing vessel that is in the middle of a storm. They must pretend that 

an imaginary boom is swinging back and forth. They must listen to directions from their “captain” 

and duck and move quickly to avoid being knocked overboard. Look for “Boom Over Movement 

Game” at Teacher.org for instructions. (https://www.teacher.org/lesson-plan/boom-over-

movement-game/)

Lesson #8: Girls and Boys Days. Japanese families once celebrated Hina Matsuri (Girls Day) on the 

third day of the third month (March 3) and Tango no Sekku (Boys Day) on the fifth day of the fifth 

month (May 5). Both have been combined into “Children’s Day” and marked on May 5 now. Girls 

Day was to celebrate the birthday of every girl in the family. Doll displays and tea parties were the 

featured activities. Kite flying was an important part of celebrating Boys Day. Learn more about 

these celebrations when you study Japan. “Children are a heritage from the Lord” (Psalm 127:3).

In addition to the print magazine, use the God’s Big WORLD website at  
godsbigworld.wng.org. The video versions of the stories are especially  

useful for visual and auditory learners and for helpful repetition.
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