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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are 
discovering that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. 
They play with language, which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to 
use larger number sets and to understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready 
to expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early 
readers to a range of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Videos—each story read aloud and visually enhanced

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons that  
  detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to practice  
  reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

JULY/AUGUST EXAMPLE LESSONS:

Lesson #1: A Bobcat’s Adventure. Summer is drawing to a close, and soon school will start. Let 
your children write a story about mama bobcat’s adventure with her kittens. Read the story and 
look at the pictures. Answer their questions. (The kittens most likely were born in the safety of 
the new den. The “clothespins” on the kittens’ ears are tags.) Ask them some questions too. Then 
have them write a story about the bobcat family. Have them draw their own pictures too. Comfort 

them in their own fears with Isaiah 43:1: “Fear not. I have called you by name, you are mine.”
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Lesson #2: Bird Watchers. Children notice many things that we no longer pay attention to. 

If you have never done so, hang a simple bird feeder in your backyard or outside a window. 

Listen to your kids’ comments as they observe the birds that come. The Backyard Bird-Lover’s 

Guide: Attracting, Nesting, and Feeding, by Jan Mahnken, or Private Lives of Garden Birds, by 

Calvin Simonds, are two good bird books. Both are available online. Keep a notebook.  

Sketch the birds and then try to identify them. Do some “enemies” visit your feeder?  

Do more “friends”?

Lesson #3: Stamps Teach. Sir Roland Hill invented the first-ever postage stamp in 1840. It was 

called “Penny Black.” Find a picture online so that your kids can see why it got that name. Is 

there a philatelist (stamp collector) in your community? Check online. Could you see his or her 

collection? You can learn much about a country—its history, language, plants and animals, and 

famous people—from its stamps.

Lesson #4: Ladybug Leaves. Ladybugs, like burying beetles, are beetles too. Here’s a simple 

craft. Have your children go into the yard to collect some leaves that are rounder in shape, like 

cottonwood, dogwood, birch, or aspen. You will have to place them between sheets of paper 

and weigh them down for a few days to make sure they are dry and flat. You will then need 

red tempera paint and (small sponge) brushes, black permanent markers, pairs of googly eyes, 

and glue. Once the leaves are dry, paint them red—all except for a half-circle at the end where 

the stem was. When the paint dries, use the marker to draw a straight line down the center; 

add seven black dots on the “back” of the ladybug; and blacken the half-circle for its “face.” 

Glue eyes on and you will have leafy ladybugs!

Lesson #5: Homemade Perfume. From Lillian Downey, here is how to make rose perfume: 

(https://www.leaf.tv/articles/how-to-make-rose-perfume-for-kids/). You’ll need a clean 

bottle, a saucepan, water, and rose petals. You might also like to add rose water or rose oil. 

Your perfumer might want to add body glitter!
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Lesson #6: Symbols of America. The Statue of Liberty is one of many symbols of America. 

Brainstorm with your kids to see if they can name other things that stand for or represent our country. 

They might think of the American flag, the Liberty Bell, the bald eagle, Mount Rushmore, and the 

White House. See what you can learn about each of these. This site could get you started: https://

www.americanhistoryforkids.com/category/us-symbols-and-memorials/.

Lesson #7: Gravestone Rubbings History. Graveyards might seem like scary or sad places to your 

children. Taking on a project like the one mentioned in our page-one story might help to dispel 

those ideas. Or you could make rubbings of gravestones in a nearby cemetery. Check first with the 

management to be sure you are allowed to touch the headstones. Try YouTube or this site for step-

by-step directions: https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Gravestone-Rubbing. Planting flowers or 

making a keepsake might lead you to learning more about the people buried in the cemetery.

Lesson #8: Ant Farm Jar. This has been a “buggy” issue of GBW: burying beetles, silkworms, 

and cicadas! Wind up your summer adventures by making an ant farm in a jar (https://www.

artistshelpingchildren.org/kidscraftsactivitiesblog/2011/02/how-to-make-an-ant-farm-jar-and-

watch-an-ant-colony-build-mazes/). Its benefit is that it will be sealed tight for your kids to watch 

the ants work. Memorize Proverbs 6:6-8 too: “Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be 

wise.”

In addition to the print magazine, use the God’s Big WORLD website at  
godsbigworld.wng.org. The video versions of the stories are especially  

useful for visual and auditory learners and for helpful repetition.
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