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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are 
discovering that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. 
They play with language, which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to 
use larger number sets and to understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready 
to expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early 
readers to a range of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Videos—each story read aloud and visually enhanced

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons that  
  detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to practice  
  reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

JULY/AUGUST EXAMPLE LESSONS:

It’s Summer. Have Some Fun!  “A glad heart makes a cheerful face.”  — Proverbs 15:13

LESSON #1: Sock Puppets. Magpie puppets have nothing on the creatures your kids could 
create on a rainy—or sunny—day. Playing with hand puppets helps young children develop 
speaking and listening skills, communicate more easily, and master uncomfortable feelings. It 
also allows them to use their imaginations. And putting on a play is so much fun! Maybe you 
know the essentials of making a sock puppet. If not, the internet will be a great help. Rene at 
the Houston Zoo has directions for making a lion puppet. You can search for many other helpful 
links too at https://www.houstonzoo.org/blog/how-to-make-a-lion-sock-puppet-and-other-
animals-too/
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LESSON #2: STEM for All Kids. Using magnets is a STEM activity you can do with young kids 
(www.parents.com/blogs/toddlers-kids/2015/03/05/fun/irresistible-activities-to-do-
with-magnets/). The author rightly warns that magnets can be dangerous. So supervise your 
youngsters as they play and discover. A shoebox, a piece of white paper on the bottom, several 
drops of paint, a paper clip, and a magnet can be used to create a painting. Let the children  
build their own magnetic cars to have a race (www.pinterest.com/pin/262616221998601174 
/?lp=true). Or let the older kids take an “Umbrella STEM Challenge.” Directions can be found at 
www.homeschoolcreations.net/umbrella-challenge-stem-activity-for-kids/.

LESSON #3: Snacks from Dairy Goodness. The latest U.S. Department of Agriculture reports 
suggest that children ages 4 to 8 should consume daily at least 2 ½ cups of foods from the 
dairy group. This may include cow’s milk, soy milk, yogurt, cottage cheese, or regular cheese. Try 
making a cinnamon apple butter grilled cheese sandwich, cheddar popcorn, or cranberry and 
ricotta whoopee pies (find these recipes at www.dairygoodness.ca/recipes).

LESSON #4: How to Use Rubber Bands. The nifty rubber band costs very little. But it has so many 
uses. Make a list. How many uses can you think of? A few years back, Paul Michael, writing on 
Wise Bread (http://www.wisebread.com/52-uses-for-rubber-bands), asked for suggestions 
and came up with 52 uses. Did you think of these? A hair tie, although you might pull a few hairs 
out. An eraser—make a small rubber band ball—you will have something that works as well as a 
pencil eraser. A glasses band or safety strap—cut a sturdy rubber band in two and attach each 
end to one of the temples (parts that go over your ears). A candle dewobbler—if your candle 
wobbles in the candle holder, wrap a rubber band around the base of the candle. Lid gripper—
wrap a thick rubber band around the lid of a jar to help you open it. A Koosh ball.—gather a good-
sized bunch of rubber bands and hold them together with one very strong band. Cut through the 
ends of all the other bands. Voila! A homemade Koosh ball. Leave your list. Go play a game!

LESSON #5: Snow in Summer. Climbing Mount Everest means encountering more snow and 
ice than most of us ever would like to see. But a little snow and ice in the middle of the summer 
could be fun, as Proverbs 25:13 says, “Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest is a faithful 
messenger to those who send him; he refreshes the soul of his masters.” Here are some fun 
ideas. Make “sensory” snow in your kitchen (www.kiwico.com/diy/Arts-and-Crafts-Projects/1/
project/Instant-Sensory-Snow/2548). You’ll need a pan or tray with sides, 1½ cups of baking 
soda, and ¼ cup (white) shampoo. Pour the two ingredients into the tray and let your child mix 
until ingredients become more crumbly than sticky. Make a mini snowman or snowbird. You 
also could try freezing ice towers (www.kiwico.com/diy/Holidays-and-Events/2/project/Ice-
Towers/1000) or slicing an ice cube with a wire and water bottle weights (www.kiwico.com/diy/
Holidays-and-Events/2/project/Ice-Cube-vs.-Wire/2925).
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LESSON #6: Salt and Play Dough. If you have cans of Play-Doh in your house, you will need to 
get them out for sniffing while you read our story about the Play-Doh smell being trademarked. 
It would also be fun to make your own play dough. (Of course, it will NOT have a trademarked 
fragrance!) Combine 2 cups plain flour with 1 cup salt. Add 1 cup cold water, 1 tablespoon cooking 
oil, and two drops of food coloring. Knead well. If consistency is too wet, add a little plain flour.

LESSON #7: Music of Peru. If you took a trip to the Rainbow Mountain, no doubt you would also 
hear music of Peru and see some interesting instruments. Peruvian music is a mix of Andean, 
Spanish, and African influences. Find pictures of Peruvian instruments such as pomatinyas (little 
drums made with puma skin), guayllaquepas (trumpets), pinkullos (flutes), antaras (panpipes), 
wankaras (large drums used by men), tinyas (small drums used by women), and cajon (an African 
percussion instrument). Listen to Peruvian music online (YouTube, for example). Let your children 
“make a joyful noise to the Lord” with this music.

LESSON #8: Find Hawaii at the Supermarket. Plan a meal around typical Hawaiian foods. Make a 
menu and grocery list. Then let your kids hunt grocery store shelves with you to find all the needed 
ingredients. (You might have to go to a specialty foods store for some things.) If your family is 
adventuresome, try poke [poh-keh]. It is cubed raw ahi (tuna) marinated in a mixture of shoyu (like 
soy sauce), sesame oil, Hawaiian salt, and green onions. Spam musubi is eaten as a snack. A grilled 
slice of Spam is placed on top of a block of rice and wrapped in seaweed. Fatty pork wrapped in 
taro leaves and pressure cooked in a steamer oven is call lau lau. Do not eat the taro leaves, which 
serve to keep moisture in the meat. See if you can find poi. End your meal with shaved ice topped 
with pineapple syrup. Search for recipes and cook up a feast.

In addition to the print magazine, use the God’s Big WORLD website at  
godsbigworld.wng.org. The video versions of the stories are especially  

useful for visual and auditory learners and for helpful repetition.

God’s Big WORLD 3

JULY/AUGUST TEACHING GUIDE


