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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are 
discovering that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. They 
play with language, which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to use larger 
number sets and to understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready to expand their 
world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early readers to a range 
of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Videos—each story read aloud and visually enhanced

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons that  
  detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to practice  
  reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY EXAMPLE LESSONS:

LESSON #1: Grow a Fungus. Molds are one kind of fungus that your children most likely have 
seen—on old bread or cheese. The tiny cells of mold are called spores. They live in the air all of 
the time. When they land on certain foods, they feed themselves by breaking down that food and 
causing it to rot. Warn your kids that it is NOT safe to eat mold. Then try this experiment. Place 
each of the following items in a zip-closing plastic bag: 1 slice of bread, 1 piece of fruit (strawberry, 
banana, lemon, or apple), 1 piece of cheese, and 1 cheese puff. Sprinkle a bit of water on each item. 
Tightly seal each bag. Put the bags on a shelf out of the sun and do not check them for two days. 
Do the kids see any white, gray, or blue-green fuzz? Check the bags every two days for ten days. 
Do not open the bags. What has happened? (The cheese puff did not attract mold because it has 
been treated with preservatives, which kill mold.) Throw the unopened bags away.
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LESSON #2: Create Ocean Currents. Demonstrate how ocean currents form and move with this 
experiment. You will need cold water, ice, boiling water, red and blue food coloring, and a large 
clear or white baking dish (miniature toy fish are optional). Fill the baking dish about 1/3 full with 
cold water and add a few drops of blue food coloring. Don’t make the water too dark or you will not 
be able to see the currents. Add 1-2 cups of ice to create very cold water. Stir. Let sit until ice melts. 
While that happens, boil about 4 cups of water. Add red food coloring to the boiling water. This may 
be darker. Once both sets of water and dye are ready, gently pour some of the boiling water into 
the cold water in the baking dish. The hot water will push through the cold to create currents. In the 
ocean, these are the faster moving rivers of water. Use Psalm 95:5-6 to praise God for the oceans.

LESSON #3: Coin Collecting. Perhaps some of your children would be interested in collecting  
coins. He or she could begin with two rolls of circulated Jefferson nickels, which cost $2 each.  
(Try purchasing them at a convenience store or business that often deals in small change.) Go to 
www.thespruce.com/start-coin-collection-with-four-dollars to learn what to do next. You just  
might have a numismatist on your hands!

LESSON #4: Spider Web. Spend some time introducing your children to the different kinds of webs 
spiders make. Then gather these materials and let your kids have spider fun: a Mason jar lid (the 
outer lid that screws onto the jar) for each child, dental floss or string, a dry kidney bean, and clear 
adhesive tape—if the child can’t tie a knot. Explain that the object is for the child to build a web that 
will hold an insect. Pass out the materials, including the kidney bean “insect.” To start, ask them to 
wind a floss or string web around the lid however they want. The web should be able to hold an 
insect on top so that the “bug” does not fall through. What worked best? Now, can the children 
create a web that keeps the insect inside, even when the “web” is moved?

LESSON #5: Helper Robots. Psalm 54:4 reminds us, “Behold, God is my helper.” What sorts of helper 
robots might your children think of? Provide gel crayons and dark paper for them to draw their 
creations. Give them an opportunity to show their work and to tell the class what their robot would 
do to help people.

LESSON #6: “Olympic” Games. These games are best played in a large indoor or outdoor space and 
are not “winter” games. But there will be fun all around. (1) Try a “Drinking Straw Race.” Give each 
child a bent drinking straw to hold between the nose and curled upper lip. Who can cross the finish 
line first—without dropping the straw? (2) Inflate balloons (not too much) for kids to hold between 
their knees. Have them hop or run to the finish line. (3) Or place the balloon between two kids’ 
tummies. They must hug each other tightly and move sideways to the finish line without dropping 
the balloon. (4) Get some real or fake bird feathers. Have the kids take off one shoe and sock and 
tuck a feather between two toes. They must walk to the finish line without dropping the feather. If 
they do, they must go back to the starting line and try again. (5) Or have a “Backward Race.” Simply 
ask the children to walk quickly backwards, not bumping into each other, to the finish line.
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LESSON #7: Writing Practice. Learning to form written letters correctly is a skill that takes lots 
of practice. Here are some fun ways to do that: have the child write the letters in the air first. 
Also have her say the letter name and the directions for writing each one. Let him practice 
writing letters in shaving cream squirted onto the side of the tub or on a glass patio table. 
Or put a bit of finger paint inside a quart or gallon zipper bag. Squeeze out the air, seal, and 
double seal with duct tape. Your child can practice tracing letters on the outside of the bag. 
No cleanup!

LESSON #8: Hete Bliksem. A traditional Dutch meal usually consists of meat, vegetables, and 
potatoes. Try “heaven and earth,” also called “thunder and lightning,” with your children. You 
will need 8 large potatoes, 4 apples (2 sweet, 2 tart), and 4 slices of salted pork. Peel and 
cube the potatoes. Place in a pan and just cover with water. Peel and core the apples. Cut 
into halves and place on top of the potatoes. Top with the salt pork slices. Cover and bring 
to a boil until potatoes are done. Remove the pork. Pour off some water (save it) and mash 
the apples and potatoes (lumpy or smooth). If too dry, add a tablespoon of reserved liquid at 
a time. Salt and pepper to taste. Slice the pork into narrow strips. Mix into the potatoes and 
serve with a bit of mustard.

In addition to the print magazine, use the God’s Big WORLD website at  
godsbigworld.wng.org. The video versions of the stories are especially  

useful for visual and auditory learners and for helpful repetition.
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