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HAPPY 40th BIRTHDAY TO GOD’S WORLD NEWS!

Forty years ago this summer, the first 
publication of It’s God’s World was 
produced. The new publication brought a 
biblical perspective to awareness of world 
events and issues for kids. Celebrate with 
us as we give thanks for all God has done 
in and through WORLD News Group! 
And pray with us as we look ahead to see 
how He will use the next 40 years!

OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world 
and how it works. They are discovering that words are all around 
them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. They 
play with language, which is an important step in learning 
to read. They are beginning to use larger number sets and to 
understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready to 
expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s 
Big WORLD exposes early readers to a range of new information, 
building their personal library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and  
  sentences

 • Photo slide show

 • Skill-building fun puzzles  
  and activities

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized  
  into sets of eight weekly lessons  
  that detach from the magazine as  
  separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short  
  stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading  
  component for the student  
  to practice reading, as well as a  
  background teaching tip.

Teaching Guide
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EXAMPLE LESSONS:

Lesson #1: Map Skills. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the Earth.” (Genesis 1:1) Young 
children are just beginning to understand where they live on this big Earth. Teaching map skills works 
best when you begin with the place they know best—home. Read Joan Sweeney’s book Me on the Map 
(YouTube has it in a read-aloud segment). This will help orient the kids. Find good ideas for expanding 
what has been introduced at https://firstieland.com/map-skills-for-young-students-with-me/ and https://
www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/mapping-classroom/. Also use the world map provided with your 
September/October issue to help the children locate Bolivia and the other locations in this lesson and 
throughout the school year!

Lesson #2: 9/11 and Noah’s Ark? Your children are too young to have any memories of September 11. But 
they surely will have questions after you read our story. Focus on the Family has resources to help you talk 
to them about tragic events. One is https://www.focusonthefamily.com/family-qa/talking-to-children-
about-tragic-events/. Read through the story of Noah and the ark (all of Genesis 6-9 or use a children’s story 
Bible). God put a rainbow in the sky and made a covenant with Noah never again to destroy the Earth with 
a flood. See Genesis 9:12-17. And remember 2 Corinthians 1:20: “For all the promises of God find their Yes 
in Him. That is why it is through Him that we utter our Amen to God for His glory.”

 
 
Lesson #3: Banking Lessons. Certified Financial Education Instructor Amanda L. Grossman has collected 
a variety of banking activities for kids of all ages at https://www.moneyprodigy.com/banking-activities-
for-kids/. Not every lesson is centered around banking. You’ll find lessons on counting money, the history 
of money, banking, and savings, etc. She also includes her ideas on how to make banking a family activity. 
Remember Proverbs 3:9, “Honor the Lord with your wealth.”

 
Lesson #4: Tree Detectives. October weather in most of the country still provides days that are warm enough 
for exploring woodsy places near your home. Jacquie Fisher (https://www.kcedventures.com/blog/nature-
activities-for-kids-trees-animal-habitats) has several ideas about how to go on a tree hunt and what to look 
for. She also includes suggestions for some “tree” books to read with your kids. If you do not live where 
leaves change color in fall, or if you do live where the leaves have all fallen by now, try this activity: https://
www.fantasticfunandlearning.com/crumpled-paper-fall-art-for-kids.html. “And out of the ground the Lord 
God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food.” (Genesis 2:9)
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Lesson #5: Make Rain. You might have tried a rain-making experiment like this one from https://www.
weatherwizkids.com/experiments-make-rain.htm. But here’s one that includes a cloud: https://www.
mrsjonescreationstation.com/simple-science-experiment-lets-make-rain/. You’ll need a clear glass or jar, water, 
shaving cream, and food coloring. Zechariah 10:1 says, “Ask rain from the Lord in the season of the spring rain, 
from the Lord who makes the storm clouds, and He will give them showers of rain.”

Lesson #6: The Netherlands. People informally call this country “Holland.” But its correct name is “Kingdom of 
the Netherlands.” It consists of the Netherlands in Europe plus the three Caribbean islands of Aruba, Curaçao, and 
Sint Maarten, and three special island municipalities within the Caribbean Netherlands: Bonaire, Saba, and Saint 
Eustacious. The Netherlands in Europe has 12 provinces. One is called “Noord Holland” (North Holland); another 
is “Zuuid Holland” (South Holland). Windmills and tulips are associated with this “lowlands” (mostly at or below 
sea level) country. As you learn more about the Netherlands, try a Dutch pottery paper plate craft (https://www.
dltk-kids.com/World/netherlands/m-pottery.htm) or a handprint tulips craft (https://www.dltk-teach.com/
rhymes/marymary/phandprint_tulips.asp).

 
Lesson #7: Safe Magnet Fun.  Learning about magnets is fun and a great intro to science. But smaller strong 
magnets like those that come with magnetic building sets can become temptations to small children. Many think 
they are edible. And ingested magnets can cause serious injuries in the stomach, intestines, and digestive tracts 
of children who swallow them. Use magnetic wands, or glue flat round magnets to large wooden craft sticks for 
activities like these found at https://www.parents.com/toddlers-preschoolers/everything-kids/irresistible-activities-
to-do-with-magnets/. 

 
Lesson #8: Read Aloud, THINK ALOUD. E.B. White’s story The Trumpet of the Swan is a good read-aloud book. 
One teacher has some ideas for teaching children how to interact with the text (https://teachers.net/lessons/
posts/1237.html). After each section (for younger kids) or chapter, teach the children to THINK ALOUD. Start 
with the book itself. Look at the front and back covers. Read what is written. Then ask some “I wonder” questions. 
Move on to the title of the first chapter. THINK ALOUD. Read the first page. Then reread the first paragraph. 
THINK ALOUD suggestions are offered for the first eight chapters. But you and your children will soon come up 
with your own questions!

In addition to the print magazine,  
use the God’s Big WORLD website at:  

  GodsBigWorld.wng.org  
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