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HAPPY 40th BIRTHDAY!

This year marks 40 years of God’s WORLD News! On August 10, 1981, 
God’s World News’ first publication, It’s God’s World, began bringing 
students news that was told from a biblically objective position. Over the 
last four decades, WORLD News Group has grown to reach hundreds 
of thousands of people around the globe with God-glorifying, honest 
journalism delivered through print, radio, internet, and now video. Let’s 
see what more God will do!

OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are discovering 
that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. They play with language, 
which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to use larger number sets and to 
understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready to expand their world beyond their immediate 
surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early readers to a range of new information, building their personal 
library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Photo slide show

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

Teaching Guide
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RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons that  
  detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to practice  
  reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

EXAMPLE LESSONS:

Lesson #1: Make Up Your Own Games. Spikeball is a combination of volleyball and foursquare. It is played 
by two teams of two players each. The equipment includes a small round net that looks like a trampoline 
and a lightweight, plastic, bouncy ball (usually yellow) a bit larger than a softball. Rollors is another game. 
It combines bocce ball, bowling, and horseshoes. Both of these games are available commercially. But let 
our story about footgolf (a soccer-golfing combo) inspire your kids to make up their own backyard game 
combinations. Even in play, “Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” (Hebrews 12:1)

Lesson #2: Mini Michelangelo “Frescoes.” If you feel comfortable with the artwork, show your students some 
pictures of the Sistine Chapel and talk about the process used by Michelangelo to produce this art. An 
easy way to let them recreate the experience is to have them color (or paint) a sheet with an outline of part 
of one fresco—the hands of God and Adam about to touch, for example. But they must tape the paper to 
the underside of a desk or table and lie on their backs to complete the work. See http://mrswebersartclass.
blogspot.com/2010/04/michaelangelos-sistine-chapel.html. If you are braver, try replicating the fresco 
painting outlined at this site: https://artsycraftsymom.com/michelangelo-art-projects-for-kids/.

 
 
Lesson #3:  Youthful Citizen Scientists. Liron Gertsmah from Vancouver, Canada, submitted the 100 
millionth bird observation to the birding app eBird when he was just 12 years old. Kids of all ages can 
follow their interests and also help scientific researchers around the world. Shelia Mulrooney Eldred offers 
some suggestions about how to do that (https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/kids-make-great-
citizen-scientists). The YMCA also has some ideas to share (https://www.ymca.net/summer-buzz/ways-for-
kids-and-teens-to-become-citizen-scientists). It’s summer. See what your kids might do! Ecclesiastes 3:11 
reminds us, “He has made everything beautiful in its time.”
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Lesson #4: Wonderful Butterflies. If your youngsters are curious to know more about monarch butterflies, 
this site could be helpful to you— https://www.fishwildlife.org/application/files/4715/1630/6270/
MonarchResourceGuide1217.pdf. It contains curriculum guides and classroom lesson ideas from a variety of 
sources. Each indicates a target grade level, from kindergarten to high school. Maybe your budding lepidopterist 
would like to collect real butterflies. Try this site for how to do that: https://learning-center.homesciencetools.
com/article/make-a-butterfly-collection/. Or simply read Eric Carle’s The Very Hungry Caterpillar for fun. We will 
be transformed one day, as 1 John 3:2 assures us, “What we will be has not yet appeared; but we know when He 
appears we shall be like Him.”

Lesson #5: Our Amazing Bodies. The liver is considered part of the body’s digestive system. It is one of the 
five vital organs that are essential for us to live. (The others are the brain, heart, kidneys, and lungs.) This site 
(https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/liver.html) explains what our livers do. A short video (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=N-Mn8mK7Tsc) uses a song to teach about this needed organ. Margaret Stegall has recovered well from 
her liver donation. The woman who received it has had ups and downs with her recovery. But Margaret’s liver 
is working well inside her. Psalm 139:14 is so reassuring to us. “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.”

Lesson #6: Try Turkey’s Traditional Foods. You may be familiar with kebabs, stuffed grape leaves, pilaf, baklava, 
and Turkish delight. All these foods can be enjoyed in Turkey. Search this site (https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/
best-turkish-foods/index.html) to see if there are other Turkish dishes your family might like to try.

Lesson #7: Make a Hurricane. Have you ever had to postpone air travel or cut a beach vacation short because a 
hurricane was heading toward your destination? Your youngsters must have been disappointed! Homeschool mom 
Trisha at https://inspirationlaboratories.com/make-a-hurricane/ suggests reading The Magic School Bus Inside a 
Hurricane to help explain the storm. You also might try her “hurricane in a bowl” experiment or this “hurricane 
in a jar” one (https://onetimethrough.com/make-hurricane-jar/). “The Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and 
there was a mighty tempest on the sea.” (Jonah 1:4)

Lesson #8: Teddy Bear Fun. Get out all your bear storybooks and look at these sites (https://www.childfun.com/
themes/animals/teddy-bears/, https://theeducatorsspinonit.com/teddy-bear-day-activities/) for ideas for hosting a 
Teddy Bear Day. Chances are, your older kids will want to be part of the fun too.

 

In addition to the print magazine,  
use the God’s Big WORLD website at:  

  GodsBigWorld.wng.org  
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