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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works.  
They are discovering that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket,  
and in their homes. They play with language, which is an important step in learning to read. They are 
beginning to use larger number sets and to understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready to 
expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early readers to a range 
of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts. 

NEW: For gentle guidance on creating an environment for discussion as you discover God’s world through the 
news, be sure to read the weekly News Coach columns in your Monday email newsletters, and follow our News 
Coach, Kelsey Reed, on her blog in the Teachers’ Lounge at gwnews.com.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips offered below in this guide 

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Photo slide show online 

 • Puzzles and activities for building basic skills

LESSONS IN THIS ISSUE:

Lesson #1 

1. Look at that! Mount Etna erupted! It made a storm.

2. Manatees need food. Sea grass is dying. People help.

3. It is a gift to him. Scientists help this man walk again.

WORK IT OUT! Fill in the missing letters to complete the puzzle!

TAKE IT FURTHER: Learn About Lightning. Psalm 97:4 says, “His lightnings light up the world.” They are 
fascinating and awesome. Do you remember going into a dark bathroom and breaking peppermints or 
wintergreen mints in your mouth? The sugar in the mints released a small electrical charge. It reacted with 

Teaching Guide
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RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight 
weekly lessons that detach from the magazine as 
separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a 
skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component 
for the student to practice reading, as well as an 
extended section to give background and context. 

https://gwnews.com/teachers-lounge/
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1617
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1618
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1619
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the nitrogen in the air. Voila! Bluish flashes of light occurred. Try these sites for more ways to teach about 
lightning: https://sciencing.com/thunder-lightning-activities-kids-10069023.html or  
https://www.bacalightningprotection.com/post/lightning-activities-for-kids.

Lesson #2 

1. Check out this whopper! Is it the world’s biggest strawberry?

2. People came to see the “ghost village.” Dry weather lets this old town come out from under water.

3. Follow the leader! Would you like a robot for a helper?

WORK IT OUT! Put these drawings in order to solve the puzzle.

TAKE IT FURTHER: Helping Others. All communities have helpers who work to keep us safe and make 
our lives easier by providing goods and services. If you are interested in teaching a unit on this topic, an 
extensive study on community helpers can be found at https://www.sesd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.
ashx?moduleinstanceid=2121&dataid=1710&FileName=Community_Helpers_Social_Studies_Unit_Plan.
pdf. For ideas for guiding your children to become selfless, humble, loving helpers, try these two articles 
from Focus on the Family: https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/content/teaching-kids-how-to-show-real-
love-to-others or https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/helping-your-kids-develop-humility/. And 
remind yourself and your children, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.” (Hebrews 13:6)

Lesson #3 

1. It is as big as a brick! What is this shiny, reflecting stone with many colors?

2. Egypt will widen the Suez Canal. Many big ships pass through this canal each year.

3. Have you ever seen a puppet like this? Percy is as tall as a two-story house! What animal is he?

WORK IT OUT! Help the ship through the canal maze and find missing letters to read a promise from God.

TAKE IT FURTHER: Egypt and the Suez Canal. This homeschool link (https://diyhomeschooler.
com/2011/02/17/the-suez-canal/) provides some helpful background, suggested activities, and other sources 
(such as maps, photos, and history) for studying the Suez Canal. Go back in history to learn how Egypt 
figures into God’s story of redemption. Genesis 37-50 and Exodus 1-15, about Joseph and Moses and all the 
Israelites during their many years in Egypt, are worth spending time on. Check out https://www.gcp.org/
AboutThisQuarterG2RGodsPromises.aspx?Dept=G2RGodsPromises&Season=2 for resources to guide you. 
“Then they came to Elim, where there were 12 springs of water and 70 palm trees, and they encamped there 
by the water.” (Exodus 15:27)

https://sciencing.com/thunder-lightning-activities-kids-10069023.html
https://www.bacalightningprotection.com/post/lightning-activities-for-kids
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1620
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1621
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1622
https://www.sesd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2121&dataid=1710&FileName=Community_Helpers_Social_Studies_Unit_Plan.pdf
https://www.sesd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2121&dataid=1710&FileName=Community_Helpers_Social_Studies_Unit_Plan.pdf
https://www.sesd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2121&dataid=1710&FileName=Community_Helpers_Social_Studies_Unit_Plan.pdf
https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/content/teaching-kids-how-to-show-real-love-to-others
https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/content/teaching-kids-how-to-show-real-love-to-others
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/helping-your-kids-develop-humility/
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1623
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1624
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1624
https://diyhomeschooler.com/2011/02/17/the-suez-canal/
https://diyhomeschooler.com/2011/02/17/the-suez-canal/
https://www.gcp.org/AboutThisQuarterG2RGodsPromises.aspx?Dept=G2RGodsPromises&Season=2
https://www.gcp.org/AboutThisQuarterG2RGodsPromises.aspx?Dept=G2RGodsPromises&Season=2
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Lesson #4 

1. Would you raise chickens like these? Many fancy chickens were in a “beauty contest.”

2. It was a “Winter Grab.” Cut through the ice! What do you find?

3. What do you do with an old bell? This very old bell was made by the son of a famous patriot.

WORK IT OUT! Circle every silly thing these chickens are up to! Look closely!

TAKE IT FURTHER: True Chicken Beauty. Christian scientist and engineer Destin Sandlin documents (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=zKNlPrEQwPY) the early stages of the development of a chicken embryo. Amazing!

Lesson #5 

1. Desert dust reached Europe. Winds blew across Africa. They carried dust far north.

2. Save these grinning creatures. These amphibians live in only one place in the natural world.

3. Imagine their delight! A sunken ship of a famous explorer has been found!

WORK IT OUT! Study the two pictures of happy axolotls to spot all the differences!

TAKE IT FURTHER: Let’s Play and Explore. “I’m bored!” Have you heard this lament already this summer? Find 
activities for creating, exploring, and learning at https://handsonaswegrow.com/nature-activities-kids/. Mom Tara 
Breathnach also has 20 ideas for keeping youngsters happy outdoors (https://www.madeformums.com/toddler-
and-preschool/20-amazing-things-to-do-outdoors-with-your-pre-schooler/).

Lesson #6 

1. Four puppies were born. Orange fur and long, dark legs. What kind of animal is this?

2. It was scary. A tornado has the strength to pick up a house!

3. Stay a kid at heart! Mrs. S showed her classmates that it’s never too late to learn.

WORK IT OUT! Count the coins! Do you have enough to buy these treats?

TAKE IT FURTHER: Intergenerational Connections. Studies show when children engage older people, their language 
development, reading, and social skills improve. Older people also relish the connection. Whether it’s helping 
elderly neighbors with yard work or visiting a widow/widower through church connections, there are ample 
opportunities for these relationships. Read the Mr. Putter & Tabby series of early reader books by Cynthia Rylant 
to introduce your children to endearing older characters. For a real-life hero, learn about Mary Walker in The 
Oldest Student: How Mary Walker Learned to Read (https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35563851-the-oldest-
student). Walker learned to read at age 116 (and one of her favorite books was the Bible)!

https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1626
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1627
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1628
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKNlPrEQwPY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKNlPrEQwPY
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1629
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1630
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1631
https://handsonaswegrow.com/nature-activities-kids/
https://www.madeformums.com/toddler-and-preschool/20-amazing-things-to-do-outdoors-with-your-pre-schooler/
https://www.madeformums.com/toddler-and-preschool/20-amazing-things-to-do-outdoors-with-your-pre-schooler/
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1632
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1633
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1634
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35563851-the-oldest-student
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35563851-the-oldest-student
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Lesson #7 

1. See the twinkling starry host! The new James Webb Space Telescope is hard at work!

2. It is a hard choice. Bees need flowers. Flowers need water. Should beekeepers stay or go?.

3. Ruby became a rescuer. A hard-to-handle rescue dog learned to rescue people!

WORK IT OUT! Which of these things is not like the other?

TAKE IT FURTHER: Dog Heroes. You and your kids may be too young to remember Lassie and Rin Tin Tin, two 
dog heroes on television in the 1950s and beyond. Both series were weekly viewing pleasures for many children 
back then. There’s a homeschool website that offers a unit study on dog heroes: https://homeschoolhelperonline.
com/dog-heroes-unit-study/. Helping those in need, strengthening the weak, and caring for our neighbors are 
all characteristics of heroes. And God gives us the grace to be a hero in some cases too. “Let each of us please his 
neighbor for his good, to build him up.” (Romans 15:2)

Lesson #8 

1. Meet “Dug.” It is not a potato. Learn what “Dug” really is.

2. Bongos need help. This African antelope is learning to live in the wild again.

3. The church in China is growing! China is not friendly to Christians. But that isn’t stopping faith!

WORK IT OUT! Practice your rhyming skills as you select the stamps for each letter.

TAKE IT FURTHER: Pray for the Persecuted Church. God is working in our fallen world! His kingdom is not 
yet full. He still is drawing His own to Himself. The Economist in 2020 (https://www.economist.com/graphic-
detail/2020/09/15/protestant-christianity-is-booming-in-china) noted that there are more Christians in China 
today than in France or Germany. Open Doors (https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/
discipling-children-pray-persecuted-church/?mwm) offers ideas to help you and your family pray for the 
worldwide church. And missionary Ruth Ripkin has more suggestions at https://www.imb.org/2016/10/02/3-ways-
to-teach-your-kids-to-pray-for-the-persecuted-church/. “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before 
it hated you.” (John 15:18)

In addition to the print magazine,  
use the God’s Big WORLD website at:  

  GodsBigWorld.wng.org  

https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1635
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1636
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1637
https://homeschoolhelperonline.com/dog-heroes-unit-study/
https://homeschoolhelperonline.com/dog-heroes-unit-study/
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1638
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1639
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1640
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/09/15/protestant-christianity-is-booming-in-china
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/09/15/protestant-christianity-is-booming-in-china
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/discipling-children-pray-persecuted-church/?mwm
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/discipling-children-pray-persecuted-church/?mwm
https://www.imb.org/2016/10/02/3-ways-to-teach-your-kids-to-pray-for-the-persecuted-church/
https://www.imb.org/2016/10/02/3-ways-to-teach-your-kids-to-pray-for-the-persecuted-church/
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/



