
OVERVIEW  God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are discovering 
that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. They play with language, which is an 
important step in learning to read. They are beginning to use larger number sets and to understand longer and shorter 
periods of time. They are ready to expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes 
early readers to a range of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts. 

NEW: For gentle guidance on creating an environment for discussion as you discover God’s world through 
the news, read the weekly News Coach columns in your Monday email newsletters, follow our News Coach, 
Kelsey Reed, on her blog at gwnews.com, and COMING JANUARY 18, listen to Concurrently: The News Coach 
Podcast, NEW from God’s World News. Concurrently: The News Coach Podcast will be available anywhere you 
listen to podcasts, including at gwnews.com/newscoach/.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Photo slide show

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

IN THIS ISSUE:

Lesson #1 

1. Don’t throw away that box! French car makers built an all-electric car with many cardboard parts.

2. Fire hurt the stone heads. A fire damaged many of the famous moai statues on Easter Island. 

3. Make a grab for the flag. Flag football is now a fun sport for girls in some high schools. 

WORK IT OUT! Can you find the differences between the two winter pictures? 

TAKE IT FURTHER: Easter Island: The moai statues were built to remember ancestors. Hebrews 11 pays tribute 
to the saints of the Old Testament, from Abel to Moses to Samuel. These heroes are a great “cloud of witnesses” who 
spur us on to run the race of faith. (Hebrews 12:1-2) For a coloring book of Bible heroes, go to www.christianbook.
com/bible-heroes-coloring-book-ages-4/9781684341634/pd/4341634?event=ESRCG. For a tutorial on how to draw 
moai statues that look 3-D, visit Art for Kids Hub: www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5Kr-1JY3qE.  
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RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons  
  that detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building  
  activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to  
  practice reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

https://gwnews.com/
https://gwnews.com/newscoach/
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1713
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1714
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1715
http://www.christianbook.com/bible-heroes-coloring-book-ages-4/9781684341634/pd/4341634?event=ESRCG
http://www.christianbook.com/bible-heroes-coloring-book-ages-4/9781684341634/pd/4341634?event=ESRCG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5Kr-1JY3qE
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Lesson #2 

1. Excuse you, cows. Farmers in New Zealand may have to pay taxes for their cow’s burps. 

2. He farms indoors. Kashmir is low on farm land. Indoor farming helps keep saffron growing.  

3. He loved to make books. The Columbus Museum of Art in Ohio is hosting a Maurice Sendak  
art exhibit. 

WORK IT OUT! Fill in the missing letters to find the answers to the cow jokes. 

TAKE IT FURTHER: Saffron and Other Spices: Whether we’re sprinkling thyme on our chicken or 
cinnamon in our cookie batter, spices add delicious flavor to our food. 2 Chronicles 9:9 reveals that 
the Queen of Sheba gave a “very great quantity of spices” to King Solomon as a prized gift. In Exodus 
30:23-25, we learn the anointing oil in the temple contained “sweet-smelling cinnamon.” Imagine 
how the temple must have smelled! For a quick interactive lesson on spices, see Cooking with Kids, Inc: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Qm89lMLkQ4. 

Lesson #3 

1. Cut trees for critters. Some California zoo workers snip local plants and trees to feed their zoo’s 
animals. 

2. Get ready to run and climb. An obstacle course for athletes may replace horse show-jumping in the 
Olympic pentathlon. 

3. Stay warm with sand. Four friends in Finland built a sand battery that provides heat and hot water 
for 100 homes. 

WORK IT OUT! Find the path of the koala that reaches the eucalyptus leaves. Use letters from the 
path to complete the Bible verse. 

TAKE IT FURTHER: Obstacle Courses: In 1 Corinthians 9:24-25, Paul describes the life of the 
Christian. “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run 
that you may obtain it.” Believers empowered by God seek to win the prize of communion with Jesus 
in this life and the next. Remind your kids of this ultimate race. Create an obstacle course in your own 
backyard. For ideas, see “DIY Backyard Obstacle Course” at www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NdJtdfYoMc. 
Then, when a life challenge arises, ask your little ones which obstacle it seems most like, and invite 
them to share how they might overcome it. 
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https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1716
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1717
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1718
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Qm89lMLkQ4
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1719
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1720
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1721
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NdJtdfYoMc


God’s Big WORLD  3

Lesson #4 

1. Hungry worms hog the best dirt. Jumping worms eat nutritious top soil. This takes food from other 
animals and plants.  

2. Need a snack? Go to the bank. A farmer in Lebanon keeps old varieties of grapes alive and well in a  
“grape bank.” 

3. Go camp on a rock. Eight-year-old Sam Baker climbed El Capitan, the biggest rock wall in North America. 

WORK IT OUT! Solve the addition and subtraction problems. Then fill in the blanks with the letters. What 
did King David say about being scared? 

TAKE IT FURTHER: Grapes and Raisins: Grapes and raisins were a favorite food of the Israelites. When 
David wanted to bless the Israelites after he was anointed as king, he gave every person “a cake of bread, a 
portion of meat, and a cake of raisins.” (2 Samuel 6:19)  If you’re craving a sweet treat, you can make raisins 
as a fun family project. All you need is boiling water, ice water, and an oven. Go to “Make Your Own Raisins” 
to learn more: www.youtube.com/watch?v=UW_BjEItybo.  

 
Lesson #5 

1. Is it steak night for doggie? A new restaurant in California serves fancy and expensive meals just for dogs. 

2. Need paper? Go soak a tree. Uzbek paper makers use mulberry tree branches to make strong paper  
that lasts. 

3. Plastic Man wants to help. Mr. Modou Fall wears plastic bags to teach people the dangers of pollution. 

WORK IT OUT! Circle the hidden words for fun things to do in winter. The letter for the blank space is the 
first letter of the thing in the picture. Have fun!

TAKE IT FURTHER: Homemade Paper: Much of the New Testament comprises letters written from godly 
leaders like Paul, Peter, and John to individuals or churches. You can write letters of encouragement to 
friends, family, and church members with paper you make at home. If you include flower seeds in the wood 
pulp, the paper can be planted later in a garden. For a simple tutorial, see the Boston Children’s Museum’s 
video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVIyhgZI-X0. 
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https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1722
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1723
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1724
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UW_BjEItybo
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1725
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1726
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1727
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVIyhgZI-X0
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Lesson #6 

1. Hot sweets are here. A French chocolatier invented a treat with a dash of Carolina Reaper, the hottest 
pepper.  

2. These birds are alive and well. The black-naped pheasant-pigeon of Papua New Guinea was thought 
extinct. Not anymore! 

3. They learn and love. The Henry family lives and serves Native American people near the Navajo Nation  
in Arizona. 

WORK IT OUT! Match the action to the clock that shows the time of day when you would do it. 

TAKE IT FURTHER: The Navajo Nation: Jesus urged His disciples to “make disciples of all nations,” and He 
promised He always would be with them to accomplish that call. (Matthew 28:19-20) It’s important to teach 
our children the beauty and dignity of other nations and cultures. To hear the hymn “Come, Thou Fount” in 
Navajo, see this link: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Utfd6zasHq4. For a fun interview with voice actors who did 
the Navajo version of Finding Nemo, go to www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lt-8qW6tFZQ.

 
Lesson #7 

1. Play ball, bees! Scientists found out that even bumble bees like to play with wooden balls. 

2. A better bean is here. A type of coffee bean grows in the shade of rainforest trees. Farmers and trees  
both win! 

3. He took a bite of music. Thomas Edison grew hard of hearing in old age. He learned to hear through  
his teeth! 

WORK IT OUT! Can you find the two matching cubes? Try making a cube with toothpicks or pretzel sticks. 

TAKE IT FURTHER: Ways We Hear: Jesus said hearing and obeying Him makes one like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. “And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24-25) Teach your kids the 
art of careful listening. For a fun activity, learn to listen to a record with your teeth at We the Curious: www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Cuwj3I4ZFMU. 
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https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1728
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1729
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1730
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Utfd6zasHq4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lt-8qW6tFZQ
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Lesson #8 

1. We love bread from France. The simple baguette is added to the United Nations’ list of cultural treasures. 

2. Swim free, salmon. Four dams on the Klamath River in California are coming down. This will help salmon. 

3. He loves his work. Mr. Dale Haney has been the White House groundskeeper for a little over 50 years. 

WORK IT OUT! Listen to the silly sentences. Call out the rhyming words that finish each one. 

TAKE IT FURTHER: The Gift of Bread: Jesus taught His disciples, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes 
to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” (John 6:35) The greatest needs we 
have are met in Christ. To learn an easy bread recipe to make with your kids, go to “Fast No-Knead Baguette 
for Beginners”: www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPSg_pdWQg4. For a simple video on “How Bread Is Made,” see 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=glWpjy2qpPk. 

In addition to the print magazine,  
use the God’s Big WORLD website at: 

 
 GodsBigWorld.wng.org 
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https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1734
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1735
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1736
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPSg_pdWQg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glWpjy2qpPk
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/

