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IN THIS ISSUE:

Lesson #1 

1. Crickets swarmed. Mormon crickets invaded Oregon, and farmers try to salvage crops. 

2. Can you see why people want this bird? Once threatened Indonesian white mynah birds are making  
a comeback.  

3. He is not too old to sail! At 83, Mr. Kenichi Horie is the oldest person to sail the Pacific solo. 
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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are discovering 
that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. They play with language, 
which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to use larger number sets and to 
understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready to expand their world beyond their immediate 
surroundings and discover news events from beyond their own homes and neighborhoods. God’s Big WORLD 
exposes early readers to a range of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts. 

NEW: For gentle guidance on creating an environment for discussion as you discover God’s world through the 
news, be sure to read the weekly News Coach columns in your Monday email newsletters, and follow our News 
Coach, Kelsey Reed, on her blog in the Teachers’ Lounge at gwnews.com.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips, links, and recommended  
        reading offered below in this guide 

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Photo slide show online 

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight 
weekly lessons that detach from the magazine as 
separate four-page segments. 

 • Each lesson includes three short news stories plus 
a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component 
for the student to practice reading, as well as an 
extended section to give background and context.  

https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1665
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1666
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1667
https://gwnews.com/teachers-lounge/
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WORK IT OUT! Can you spot the funny mistakes in the picture and match the words that rhyme?  

TAKE IT FURTHER: Crickets: You might think of The Cricket in Times Square (George Selden) when you think 
of cricket stories. This site (https://images.macmillan.com/folio-assets/teachers-guides/9780312380038TG.
pdf) has many ideas for enriching your study of the classic read-aloud chapter book. But your younger 
readers might also enjoy A Pocketful of Cricket (Rebecca Caudill) or acting out Audrey Woods’ frolic 
through the animal kingdom in Quick as a Cricket even more. Mary Machado offers lessons for language 
arts, science, and math (https://www.homeschoolshare.com/pocketful-of-cricket-unit-study-lapbook/) to 
extend Caudill’s story. God uses good stories to help us savor the life He has given us. They also help us to 
see ourselves in His story.

Lesson #2 

1. Look at all those stars! The European Space Agency’s star survey shows billions of stars. Marvel at  
God’s wonders! 

2. Come back, beavers! London wants beavers to thrive near the city again, helping the environment there. 

3. Where did Lilah go? Lilah, a golden retriever, was lost. Thankfully, she was rescued from a pipe by a  
state trooper. 

WORK IT OUT! Look for the differences between the two pictures of busy beavers.  

TAKE IT FURTHER: Stars: The heavens display God’s glory. “There is one glory of the Sun, and another glory 
of the Moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.” (1 Corinthians 15:41) The 
European Space Agency has a site for kids that addresses astronauts, the Moon’s phases and eclipses, life 
cycles of other stars, asteroids, and more. It includes helpful instructional videos. Go to https://www.esa.
int/kids/en/home. Take this information with you as you enjoy evening walks or stargazing as a family. 
Children delight in identifying stars and planets as night falls.   

Lesson #3 

1. They thought gardens were here. Archaeologists found buildings and roads instead of just gardens in 
ancient Nineveh.

2. Check out this green giant! Poseidon’s ribbon weed is the largest plant known. It grows off the coast of 
western Australia.  

https://images.macmillan.com/folio-assets/teachers-guides/9780312380038TG.pdf
https://images.macmillan.com/folio-assets/teachers-guides/9780312380038TG.pdf
https://www.homeschoolshare.com/pocketful-of-cricket-unit-study-lapbook/
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1668
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1669
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1670
https://www.esa.int/kids/en/home
https://www.esa.int/kids/en/home
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1671
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1672
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3. She helps those who cannot hear. Becky Lloyd founded Signs for Hope, a ministry that helps parents adopt  
deaf children. 

WORK IT OUT! Show us your translating skills! What does the Bible verse in sign language say?  

TAKE IT FURTHER: Nineveh: Why are those people in Iraq digging in the dirt? That is what archaeologists do. 
They study human history by looking at the man-made objects people have left behind. If your children are 
interested in archaeology, try this site (https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/archeology-for-kids.htm) for 
some ideas on how to proceed. This site (https://outschool.com/classes/junior-archaeologists-treasure-hunters-
nnmZAEUF#abl70jmew8) offers online classes for different age groups. It’s fun to learn about the past. Remind 
your children that whatever is unearthed helps us to understand something about the people who lived before us. 
Rejoice that God knows all about that past.

Lesson #4 

1. Would Mom let you keep it? The skeleton of a Gorgosaurus dinosaur went to auction in July.

2. Have a dog play date. The Sniffspot company helps people with big yards to share space with dog owners. 

3. These waves are beautiful! Photographer Clark Little captures beautiful images of powerful waves in Hawaii.  

WORK IT OUT! Use the first letter of the objects pictured to figure out the word puzzle. 

TAKE IT FURTHER: Photography: A good photograph tells a story. Jesus was vigilant to help His disciples remember 
the truth by telling stories like the parables of the Sower, the Lost Sheep and Coin, and the Prodigal Son. Help your 
kids look at the world around them and identify images that tell a story. You can learn the basic rules of photo 
composition by consulting this link: https://www.colorpilot.com/photo-composition-rules/. Consider taking 
photos together in order to make a calendar for the new year. Companies like Canvas Champ make the process 
easy. See this homeschool link for a guide: https://www.homeschooling-ideas.com/homeschool-photography-
lesson-plan.html. 

Lesson #5 

1. How many storms do you see? Blue holes have sand layers that reveal an undisturbed record of storms over 
many years. 

2. The bees moved in! A family discovered that 6,000 bees had built a hive not outdoors, but inside a house wall.  

https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1673
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/archeology-for-kids.htm
https://outschool.com/classes/junior-archaeologists-treasure-hunters-nnmZAEUF#abl70jmew8
https://outschool.com/classes/junior-archaeologists-treasure-hunters-nnmZAEUF#abl70jmew8
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1674
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1675
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1676
https://www.colorpilot.com/photo-composition-rules/
https://www.homeschooling-ideas.com/homeschool-photography-lesson-plan.html
https://www.homeschooling-ideas.com/homeschool-photography-lesson-plan.html
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1677
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1678
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3. Paint to keep a picture. Painters in Tehran, Iran, remember charming historic buildings and neighborhoods  
with art. 

WORK IT OUT! Complete the pattern and circle the picture that comes next. 

TAKE IT FURTHER: Tehran Painters: The artists in Iraq are painting cityscapes. Art teacher Ginger Bowerman 
Pacer has a lesson for teaching kindergarten students to paint a landscape (http://paintbrushrocket.blogspot.
com/2012/07/kindergarten-winter-landscapes.html). You might need to start by explaining that a landscape 
painting is divided into three parts: foreground, middle ground, and background. Showing copies of several 
landscapes will help the children see what you are describing. Then proceed with the lesson.

Lesson #6 

1. Stay strong, kings of the sky. Monarch butterflies are endangered. People can help protect habitats and  
plant milkweed. 

2. Make room for parks! A park was created in Bangkok, Thailand. It is a nature haven in the bustling city. 

3. Her space dream came true. Katya Echazarreta is the first Mexican-born woman to get to go to space. 

WORK IT OUT! Do you spot a bird’s nest? Find things on the map you might see at a park. 

TAKE IT FURTHER: Butterflies: All beasts of the Earth and “creeping things” are called by the psalmist to “Praise the 
Lord!” (Psalm 148:10) Butterflies praise Him by living out their created purpose of growing, pollinating, having 
families, and exhibiting the stunning creativity of our God. Consult this website to view images of their life cycle, 
resources on how to raise caterpillars, craft ideas, and fascinating facts. (Did you know monarch butterflies have 
been spotted as high as 1,000 feet in the air?) See https://www.homeschool-activities.com/life-cycle-of-a-butterfly.
html. Also: a hummingbird drone caught a breathtaking monarch swarm in this video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=lWOySU_hAz0. 

Lesson #7 

1. New blue birds are in town. The Birch Aquarium in San Diego now has 15 little blue penguins. 

2. Walk in the glow! Students from Cairo, Egypt, invented concrete that glows. Can it replace street lights?

3. Make music all your days. Ruth Slenczynska is 97 years old and a concert pianist. She just released a new album.  

WORK IT OUT! Study the clues. Can you figure out the name of each monkey?

https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1679
http://paintbrushrocket.blogspot.com/2012/07/kindergarten-winter-landscapes.html
http://paintbrushrocket.blogspot.com/2012/07/kindergarten-winter-landscapes.html
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1680
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1681
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1682
https://www.homeschool-activities.com/life-cycle-of-a-butterfly.html
https://www.homeschool-activities.com/life-cycle-of-a-butterfly.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWOySU_hAz0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWOySU_hAz0
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1683
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1684
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1685
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1661
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TAKE IT FURTHER: Glowing Concrete: Kids and adults alike are fascinated by things that glow in the dark. It 
pleases God to see His people enjoying the gifts He has given us. So try some of these activities (https://
wehavekids.com/parenting/Fun-Glow-in-the-Dark-Activities). Or let the kids stay up stay up later one 
weekend night and play some of the outdoor glow-in-the-dark games found at https://
kidsactivitiesblog.com/72817/light-up-your-evenings/.

Lesson #8 

1. We are filled with wonder. The James Webb Space Telescope is sending back stunning photos of space.

2. Get well, corals! Scientists grow corals in nurseries near Kenya, Africa, and then return them to the sea.

3. She lived to serve. A statue in Washington, D.C., honors Mary McLeod Bethune. She served others and
founded a school.

WORK IT OUT! Sam has been busy raking leaves. Help Sam find his way through the leaf maze. 

TAKE IT FURTHER: Mary McLeod Bethune: “But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.” (Mark 10:43-44) Mary McLeod Bethune poured out 
selflessly in more ways than one article can cover. She began an outreach to prisoners. She founded a hospital 
for black people, who were rejected at most hospitals. When she first began a training school for girls in Florida, 
she only had $1.50. She wrote, “I had faith in a loving God, faith in myself, and a desire to serve.” For books that 
pay tribute to her life of servanthood, see Mary McLeod Bethune by Eloise Greenfield and Mary McLeod Bethune: 
Education and Equality by Heather E. Schwartz. For a short video biography, see this link: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=gnI0RhtE9jY. 

In addition to the print magazine,  
use the God’s Big WORLD website at: 

  GodsBigWorld.wng.org  

https://wehavekids.com/parenting/Fun-Glow-in-the-Dark-Activities
https://wehavekids.com/parenting/Fun-Glow-in-the-Dark-Activities
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/72817/light-up-your-evenings/
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/72817/light-up-your-evenings/
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1686
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1687
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/node/1688
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnI0RhtE9jY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnI0RhtE9jY
https://godsbigworld.wng.org/

