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OVERVIEW

God gives children a profound sense of wonder about the world and how it works. They are 
discovering that words are all around them—in books, at the supermarket, and in their homes. 
They play with language, which is an important step in learning to read. They are beginning to 
use larger number sets and to understand longer and shorter periods of time. They are ready 
to expand their world beyond their immediate surroundings. God’s Big WORLD exposes early 
readers to a range of new information, building their personal library of facts and concepts.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

 • Three stories

 • Teaching tips

 • Easy-reading words and sentences

 • Photo slide show

 • Skill-building fun puzzles and activities

RECOMMENDED PACING:

 • God’s Big WORLD is organized into sets of eight weekly lessons that  
  detach from the magazine as separate four-page lessons.

 • Each lesson includes three short stories plus a skill-building activity. 

 • The stories have an easy-reading component for the student to practice  
  reading, as well as a background teaching tip.

EXAMPLE LESSONS:

Section #1: Cactus Garden. The outdoor growing season has come to an end for many of us. But 
here’s an idea for some indoor winter greenery. Plant easy-to-care-for cactuses with your kids. 
Among these are Bunny Ears, Peruvian Apple, Rat’s Tail, and Christmas cactuses. Directions for 
planting and care are here (https://www.amotherthing.com/indoor-gardening-for-kids-cactus-
garden) and elsewhere online. “The desert shall . . . blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and 
singing.” (Isaiah 35:1-2)

Section #2: About France. The Eiffel Tower is a beautiful structure in a beautiful city. Perhaps 
you have read Ludwig Bemelmans’ Madeline with your children. Besides telling a sweet story, 
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readers get a tour of Paris via the lovely watercolor illustrations. Homeschool mom Emily 
offers a larger list of books about France that are worth reading with your kids too. See https://
tablelifeblog.com/childrens-books-france.

Section #3: Fun Flossing. Most likely your children are familiar with what happens at the 
dentist’s office. The internet has many sources with lesson plans for teaching about dental 
health. Here’s one from https://www.mykoolsmiles.com/downloads/Kool-Smiles-
Kindergarten-and-1st-Grade-Lesson-Plan.pdf that’s a fun way to learn to floss. Let the kids 
create a “mouth” with Play-Doh. Provide dry white beans for the teeth, yarn for floss, and large 
sequins or other small bits for them to floss out of the teeth.

Section #4: Digging for Gems. What kid doesn’t at least go through a phase of fascination with 
rocks? Tanzania’s Saniniu Laizer certainly must have. Here are some varied ideas for you to fuel 
that fascination. “This and That” website owner Wayne Schmidt found a way to keep four of 
his grandchildren occupied with a Gem Hunt (http://www.waynesthisandthat.com/Gem%20
Hunt%20Activity%20For%20Children.html). Try the game “Chocolate Chip Mining” (https://
www.gemsociety.org/article/gemology-kids-games-activities). Younger children might enjoy 
making their own Crayon Rocks (http://mommaowlslab.blogspot.com/2012/01/science-
thursday-crayon-rocks.html). Read Exodus 39:10-14 and learn about the gems found on the 
breastplate of Aaron, the first High Priest.

Section #5: Breaking Dinosaur News. Let the kids imagine they are newscasters reporting 
on the discovery of a never-seen-before dinosaur. Explain that they must include answers 
to the “Who? What? When? Where? Why? and How?” of all news stories. They may use the 
Kongonaphon as their subject or create a dinosaur of their own. Let each child present his 
or her newscast to the group. Genesis 1:25 reminds us, “God made the beasts of the Earth 
according to their kinds . . . and God saw that it was good.”

Section #6: Pollination Experiment. You will need a bee image for each child (clip art or other); 
ice cream spoons, tongue depressors, or popsicle sticks; clear double-sided plastic tape, clear 
plastic plates, “pollen” (colored gelatin, powdered drink mix, sugar, or small grain quinoa); and 
outlines or pictures of flowers. Glue your bees to the popsicle sticks. Then place strips of the 
double-sided tape on the back of the bees’ wings and bodies. Distribute the flowers around 
your space and place a plastic plate containing pollen on each flower. (Be ready for “pollen” to 
be spilled.) Let the kids fly their bees from flower to flower, collecting pollen as they go. Where 
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does the pollen end up (on a new flower? the table? the floor? up the kids’ noses?) Where do they 
think pollen collected by real bees ends up?

Section #7: Poetry Corner. Catherine Reed (brownbagteacher.com) has some good ideas for 
teaching poetry to first and second graders. She begins with getting children to explore their senses. 
She uses scented candles, Picasso paintings, and classical music, among other things, to enhance 
the lessons. Kids compile lists of adjectives, explore concrete objects, and then write. She teaches 
types of figurative language to them and lets the kids apply to their writing what they have learned. 
And she introduces all her favorite poems to the class too. Maybe her ideas will get you thinking 
about what sort of poetry unit you can enjoy with your children. Remind them that six books of the 
Bible are known as poetry: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, and Lamentations. 
The ancient Jews used these poems to worship God. Now Christians do too.

Section #8: The Sun “Moves.” God created the universe to follow certain patterns that can be 
predicted. For example, Ecclesiastes 1:5 says, “The Sun rises, and the Sun goes down, and hastens 
to the place where it rises.” Help your children observe the Sun first thing in the morning, right after 
lunch, and again later in the afternoon. They soon will see that the Sun’s position changes during 
the day. Your kiddos will need UV-blocking sunglasses for this project. Over a period of several 
days, take the children out at the same three times and to the same place you did on the first day. 
See https://betterlesson.com/lesson/613470/observing-the-sun for instructions on how they can 
measure the height of the Sun and the length of its shadow. 

In addition to the print magazine, use the God’s Big WORLD website at:  

godsbigworld.wng.org
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