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Colorful cotton
Time to vote
Caring for cows
Tool time

Fluffy white cotton
grows on plants.
What if real plants
grew colored
cotton? Scientists
in Australia learn
how to do that!

Watch those cotton fields.

Imagine a
cotton field
that looked
like this!

READ MORE

Pull Apart! This publication is arranged
as eight “nested” weekly lesson sheets.

People in Egypt and India have been making cotton fabric for thousands of years. But people also
dye (color) cotton fabric. And that dye is not good for soil or water. The Australian scientists first
put colored genes into tobacco plants. Those plants’ leaves grew with colored splotches. Now
the scientists wait to see if their growing cotton plants will have bright yellow, orangeygold, or deep purple fibers. Exodus 35:25 tells us that skillful women of Israel spun
blue, purple, and scarlet yarns into fabric to be used in the Tabernacle.
AP Photos
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People get to
have their say.
Election Day is November 3 this year.
Citizens get to choose our country’s
leaders on that day. They vote.
Who will be President for the next
four years? Which people will make
laws in Congress?

Lots
of work! Ballots
are being
mailed out.

A
Un

People in
Florida mail
in their
votes.

READ MORE
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Maybe your parents voted by mail this year. Many did not want to go to the polls (places to
vote in person). U.S. citizens also are allowed to vote early at a place near where they live.
But all votes (mail-in, early, or on Election Day) are counted after voting stops on November
3. It is important to vote. People in many other countries have no say in their governments.
The Apostle Paul tells us in 1 Timothy 2:1-2 that we are to pray for our leaders so that
“we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.”
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Cooper’s clam
Can you spare a dime?
A whale of a yard sale
Spot the mistakes.
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That is a huge clam!
Cooper is a kid. He found a big clam
in the ocean. Wow! Look at that clam!
It has a hard shell. It is the biggest
clam ever found in Rhode Island.

Cooper
holds his
big catch.

READ MORE

Most
quahogs are
much smaller
than the one
Cooper
found.

A quahog is a hard-shelled clam. The clams live in the Atlantic Ocean. People search for
quahogs on the seashore. Cooper Monaco was clamming with his grandfather. He spotted the
giant quahog under some rocks. Clams usually don’t grow so big! Cooper knew that. He gave
the clam to Rhode Island’s Marine Science Research Facility. Psalm 104:25 reminds
us of all the living things in the sea. It says, “Here is the sea, great and wide,
which teems with creatures innumerable, living things both small and great.”
AP Photos
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What’s in your
piggy bank?
People didn’t
shop much
this summer.
That caused a
coin shortage.
There were no quarters
for laundromats. Stores
did not give change. Banks
even asked people for coins.
Have you been saving?

Do you know your coins?

A nickel is worth
five cents.

A dime is worth
ten cents.

A quarter is worth
twenty-five cents.

2

READ MORE

The U.S. Mint said there are plenty of coins in our country. People just are not spending them.
Some stores offer free gifts for people who pay with rolls of coins. And the North Carolina
Aquarium found a treasure when it had to shut down. It turned off its waterfall and cleared
out 100 gallons of coins! Visitors had tossed them into the water over the past 14
years. Did you get quarters for doing chores this summer? Remember what
Proverbs 3:9 says, “Honor the Lord with your wealth.”
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READ MORE

A penny is worth
one cent.
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This salt is pink! It comes from a lake
in Australia. Workers use shovels and
buckets. They scrape the salt off the top
of the lake. They are proud of their salt.

Could it be “the best salt in the world”?
Can you imagine swimming here?
Pink Lake, near Dimboola in
Australia, is really pink!

The salt is
harvested,
and then it
may end up in
your kitchen.

LESSON

READ MORE
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Think pink.
Cry of the magpie
Missing painting found
Spot the silly mistakes.

Victoria state is in the southeast part of Australia. It has four pink lakes. This one is near
Dimboola. Red algae live in Pink Lake. Algae grow when heavy rains drop minerals into lake
water. The salt is always forming on the lake’s surface. Workers make shallow cuts. Then they
scrape salty sludge into bins. About 20 tons of salt are harvested this way each year.
God speaks to Aaron the High Priest in Numbers 18:19, “It is a covenant of
salt forever before the Lord for you and for your offspring with you.”
AP Photos
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They sing their heads off.
Australia’s magpies talk to one
another. In LOUD voices.
A scientist studied the birds’
songs. Females sing louder
than males. They are as loud
as a lawnmower!

2

READ MORE

Magpies are found all over Australia. Dr. Amanda Ridley studies the way these birds talk to one another.
She says females are louder and chattier than males. She adds that magpies can sing for up to 70 minutes
at a time! Some people in Australia do not like the sound these big black-and-white birds make. Others
say that the songs are beautiful. Have a grownup help you search the internet for magpie
sounds. What do you think? Birds wake early in the morning and begin to chirp and sing.
Psalm 96:1 reminds us, “Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the Earth!”
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Tweet!
Tweet!
Magpies make
a joyful—
and loud—
noise.
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A man pets his
hard-working
horse in
Marrakech,
Morocco.
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READ MORE

A doctor
makes sure
that this
carriage
horse is
healthy.

Helping horses
Mysterious footprints
A new Mayflower
What happened next?

Horses take visitors
around the city.
These days there are
no visitors in the city.
The horses don’t have
work. Who will take
care of the horses?

The horses need help.

This carriage owner
needs some customers.

Work horses pull carriages through the busy streets of Marrakech, Morocco. They give tourists
rides. Now the carriages are empty. No one visits Marrakech. The pandemic keeps people
home. Carriage owners can’t make money. They need help caring for the horses. People try
to help. They deliver food to the hard-working animals. Matthew 10:29 says,
“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the
ground apart from your Father.” God cares for each of the horses in Morocco.
AP Photos
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Fossil tracks were found
in the Grand Canyon.
A cliff caved in.
A boulder fell.
Hikers saw
footprints in
the rock.
Researchers
study the boulder
to find out what
animal made the
footprints.

Scientists had
not seen them
before. Could the
prints be from a
long-ago lizard?

The
Aut
Ship
diffe
first

READ MORE

A huge rock broke off in the Grand Canyon. A geology teacher from Norway saw animal
tracks in the rock. He sent pictures to Professor Steve Rowland in Nevada. Dr. Rowland thinks
a lizard-like creature made the tracks. Scientists need to learn more before they know for
sure. God is not puzzled about what creature made those tracks. He knows
when it happened too. God knows everything. See 1 John 3:20.

2
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READ MORE

The Grand
Canyon is over
a mile deep and
is bigger than
the state of
Rhode Island!
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Mississippi’s new flag
Glacier on the move
Helping hands
Puppet puzzle
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The gold star represents
the Choctaw Native
Americans in the state.

Did they choose a new state flag?
There were
many ideas
for the new
design.

Voters made many choices in this
election. People in Mississippi could
pick a new state flag.

READ MORE

Did most like the magnolia flag?
Or will they have to vote on another?

Did you know that your state has a flag? What does it look like? How long has it been the
state flag? Mississippi recently retired its old flag. People in the state sent in nearly 3,000 new
designs. A committee then chose one to be on the November 3 ballot. It has a magnolia
blossom in the middle. Twenty stars are around it. And “In God We Trust” is under it.
Did Mississippians like the new design? “Show proper respect to everyone,” says
1 Peter 2:17 (NIV).
AP Photos
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Will the glacier crash?

The glacier sits high
above the Ferret Valley.

A glacier [GLAY-sher]
in the Alps slowly slides
downward. Scientists
watch it. They warn
people. “Stay away.” Part
of the thick sheet of ice
might crack and fall.

2
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READ MORE

The Planpincieux [plahn-PAN-siu] glacier is on Mount Blanc. This is Europe’s highest mountain. It is on
the border between France and Italy. The glacier is the size of a soccer field. It moved quickly this summer.
People in the Ferret Valley had to leave their homes at least once. The glacier was creeping downward
over 30 inches each day. Scientists feared the glacier would break and fall on the village.
God created gravity. It pulls glaciers down. “Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the Earth.” (Isaiah 40:28)
AP Photos
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READ MORE

Ice on the move!
This is what the
glacier looks like
from the valley
below.
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Peeps pause
Trapping lionfish
Giant German horn
Word search

g

Ro

No Peeps until Easter!
People eat Peeps. They are
sweet and chewy. There
won’t be Christmas Peeps.
There won’t be Valentine’s
Day Peeps. There will only
be Easter Peeps this year.

READ MORE

Catching up! Gail Counterman
puts Peeps into a box.

Just Born Quality Confections is the company that makes Peeps. The company’s Peep
production stopped in the spring. For a few weeks there were no new Peeps. It is time to
catch up. Just Born will not make other holiday candy this year. It needs to get Easter Peeps
packaged. Easter is a busy time for candy makers. They know how much people
love eating sweet treats. Psalm 119:103 says, “How sweet are your words to my
taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”
AP Photos
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Look out! Those fish are hurtful.
They eat all the other fish.
Munch. Crunch. There are
too many lionfish. New
traps can catch these
colorful fish.

How many
lionfish do
you see?

Trap
those
fish.

O
Th
sta

The net is pulled
up around the
fence and the fish.

READ MORE

Scientists are trying a new kind of lionfish trap. It is a pop-up trap. The trap is made of plastic
lattice. That’s a kind of fencing. The trap sinks to the ocean floor where lionfish hang out.
They swim up to the trap. It works! Luke 5 tells about Simon’s big catch. Jesus asked him
to drop his nets into the deep water. Verse 6 says, “And when they had done
this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking.”

2
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READ MORE

Other kinds of
fish visit the
trap and leave,
but lionfish stay.
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Pyramid rescue
Spartacus comes home.
The blueberry blues
Matching game
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Sudan has many
pyramids. They are
the graves for long-ago
kings and queens.
Flood water rushed in.
People worked to save
the old tombs.

Visitors explore the pyramids in Sudan.

Sudan’s pyramids were in danger.

READ MORE

Some of the
walls inside the
pyramids have
images carved
on them.

People worked
hard to save
the pyramids.

Many people know about the pyramids in Egypt. But other long-ago people also built
pyramids. Sudan has more old pyramids standing than Egypt does. Many of them are in
the ancient royal city called “Island of Meroe.” The pyramids are tall and narrow. Flash
floods hit Sudan in July, August, and September. Workers pumped out water and
used sandbags to protect these treasures. The long-ago rulers in Sudan were
Kushites. Cush in the Bible was Noah’s grandson. Read Genesis 10:6-8.
AP Photos
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A big cat is
back home.
Mr. King looked everywhere.
His big cat was missing.
“Come home, big cat.” The cat
spent a few days in the wild.
He is home now. Mr. King is
happy to have his cat back.

Spartacus is
tall and very
curious about
coffee!

2
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READ MORE

Spartacus is a wild African serval cat. He lives with the King family. The Kings took him in from
a Florida zoo. Spartacus is a long, lean, orange and brown spotted cat. He ran away from
home. People looked everywhere for him. They found the wild cat in an area called Wildcat
Falls. Maybe he was looking for other wild cats! The King family is happy Spartacus
is home. Romans 12:15 says, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep.”
AP Photos
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READ MORE

Spartacus
thinks it’s time
for a cat nap
after his
adventure!
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Which toys are
the very best?
Good toys last a
long time. They
make play fun and
help kids learn. Which
toys are the very best?
Games? Sidewalk chalk?
Dolls? Action figures?
Three favorite toys will be
in the Toy Hall of Fame.
Caption

LESSON

READ MORE
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Celebrating toys
Helping Hamed
Too pretty to eat?
Christmas maze

The National Toy Hall of Fame is a toy museum. New toys are added to the museum every
year. Toys like My Little Pony, Jenga, sidewalk chalk, and Lite-Brite are competing for a spot.
Only the top three toys get into the Toy Hall of Fame this year. Which ones will they be?
Toys are gifts God gives us to enjoy. They also help children grow. Thank God for good
gifts! Psalm 57:9 says, “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples;
I will sing praises to you among the nations.”
AP Photos
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Hamed got
a new home.
Hamed the elephant was lonely.
He started to scare people.
Workers put Hamed to sleep.
They lifted him onto a truck.
Hamed will live in a park.
He will have animal friends.

Hang in there
Hamed! This looks
uncomfortable, but
the men are helping Hamed.

Moving
an elephant
is hard work
and takes a
lot of people!

l

Ju
fro
pa
m

2
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READ MORE

Ivory Coast once had about 1,000 elephants. Robbers often kill the animals to sell their tusks.
Only 300 elephants are left in the country. People want to protect them. But lonely elephants
get bossy. They hurt crops. They charge at people. Hamed needs other elephant friends.
Wildlife workers moved him to a safer place. God told Noah in Genesis 6:20 about
the animals, “Two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive.”
AP Photos
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READ MORE
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Judit knows that her
talent came from God.

Instead
of paint,
Judit
uses icing
to make
her art.

nt
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a
le!

These are
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l
g i f t s.
Judit C. Poór is an artist
from Hungary. She once
painted plates. Now she
makes gingerbread cookies.

READ MORE

READ MORE

She paints dazzling designs
on them. And people eat
them! Would you?

These cookies are
works of art that
you can eat!

Most people buy Judit Poór’s cookies decorated with patterns from Hungarian folk embroidery. But she
also paints cookies with portraits (from photos) of people and animals. Each cookie takes a long time to
finish. She has to take many breaks. So why does she not mind if people eat her hard work? She trusts
God to help her. “I can only smile at it,” she says. “I got my talent and everything from Him.” Have a
wonderful Christmas. Remember John 3:16. “For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
Mézesmanna
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Trace each string of Christmas lights to a plug. How many lights
are on each string? Write the numbers on the white plugs.

A

4

B

C

For extra credit: Also write the number of red lights on each string.
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Annabelle is only
two years old,
and she can pick
blueberries with
her mom!

Wild blueberries make
yummy pies and jams.
But frost, little rain,
and sickness hit
Maine this year.

READ MORE

READ MORE

Its wild blueberry harvest
was small. But farmers
were happy to pick all the
blueberries they could.

There are still
enough
blueberries
to make a
delicious
blueberry pie!

Have you read Blueberries for Sal? A little girl and her mommy went picking wild blueberries in
Maine. But Sal had trouble concentrating on picking. She liked eating better. Maine’s farmers grow
most of the United States’ wild blueberries. Frost came in late spring. That killed buds. Hardly any
rain fell. And many berry-picking workers caught the coronavirus. At least bears were not a
problem! Sometimes crops are not as large as we would like. But Psalm 85:12 reminds
us, “Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.”
AP Photos
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What is the first letter of each picture above? Write those letters on the matching game
pieces below. An example is shown, B for Ball. Which story does each word belong to?

B

4
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Music came f rom t he roof tops.

Players blew
alphorns.

People in Germany
gave a concert. Players
on rooftops beat drums. They
blew trumpets, tubas, and alphorns.

READ MORE

READ MORE

Others listened from the streets.
The sounds went far. It was good to
stand apart and hear music together.

Cow
herders used
alphorns.

An orchestra in Dresden, Germany, wanted to bring music to people in the city.
Organizers chose instruments that could be heard from far away. Have you ever seen
alphorns? All are long. Most are made from wood. There are no finger holes or valves. Players blow
through the mouthpiece. Cow herders on mountains in long-ago Switzerland used alphorns to
send messages to one another. God told Joshua in Joshua 6:4, “Seven priests shall
bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark.”
AP Photos
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Six words are hidden. There are
two from each story. Pictures
cover some letters. The first
letter of the thing pictured is the
letter for that space. Words may
go across or down. An example
is shown. What is that word?

4

SWEET
EASTER
FISH

TRAP
CONCERT
ALPHORN

A

S

W

E

E

T

C

L

K

C

A

N

Y

O

P

F

I

S

H

T

N

H

B

B

T

M
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C

O

E

P

E

T

A

E
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W

Y

R

K

P

R

N

H

R

M

P

Z

T
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Matthew
drops off
groceries.

Valerie
delivers masks
to a medical
center.

Teens
take time
to help.

READ MORE

READ MORE

Young people are
great helpers. Teens
drop off food. They
run errands. One
teen raises money
for masks. Other
teens teach classes
for kids. Cheer up!
Teens want to help.
Teenagers are helping people during the pandemic. They have
creative ways to serve! Valerie raised money to buy masks for medical
workers. Nelson teaches virtual classes to younger kids. Friends
Dhruv and Matthew deliver groceries to grandparents. It encourages
people when teens pitch in to help others! In 2 Corinthians 9:7,
Paul reminds us that “God loves a cheerful giver.”
AP Photos
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Pictures show how Handy Bear made a puppet. What came ﬁrst? Put a number 1 in
the box. What came next? Number each picture. Circle a word that ﬁts each picture.

4

screws

paint

string

store

paint

saw

string

saw

store

play

paint

string

string

paint

store

saw
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The Mayflower
Autonomous
Ship looks very
different than the
first Mayflower.

Happy Anniversary
to the Mayflower !
The Pilgrims sailed to America on
the Mayflower. That was four
hundred years ago.
This is a
painting of
the original
Mayflower.

A new Mayflower sailed this
month. Wind and sunlight made
it go. No people were on it.

READ MORE

READ MORE

It

re.
et he
g
o
P
e
k th ilgri m s a lo ng time t
too

People are remembering the landing of the Mayflower in many ways. One interesting one is
the Mayflower Autonomous Ship. It was built to take about 12 days to reach the United States
from Europe (the Pilgrim ship took 60 days). The new ship navigated by itself. William
Bradford was the first governor for the Pilgrims’ colony in America. He said,
“Out of small beginnings greater things have been produced by His hand that
made all things of nothing, and gives being to all things that are.”
AP Photo • Mayflower painting: Greg Harlin/USPS
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An artist made a painting. Which of the pictures shows what he painted first?
Which picture shows what he added next? In each circle, number the pictures
from first to last. Circle the word that tells what was added to each picture.

bucket

house

4

owl

owl

owl

frog

bucket

bucket

mushrooms

bucket
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lake

train

river

plane

frog

tree

house

owl
R. Bishop

10/9/20 11:55 AM

Jakob and Elisabeth
are together
again!

A mystery is solved.
Jakob married Elisabeth.
Their portraits [por-trets] show us.
The paintings were sold after they died.
People lost track of Jakob’s.

READ MORE

READ MORE

Ariane
van Suchtelen
found the
missing painting.

An art caretaker found his painting.
The couple is together again!

Look at Elisabeth’s painting. She turns toward her husband. She offers him a flower. People
nearly 500 years ago had their portraits painted by popular artists. The two paintings always
hung together. These two got separated years after the couple died. It took Ariane van
Suchtelen nearly 16 years to find Jakob’s painting. The two now hang together again in
the Mauritshuis art museum in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Matthew 19:6 says of
married people, “What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”
Margareta Svensson/Mauritshuis • Jan Joris Vereijken
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How many silly
mistakes can you ﬁnd?
Describe some of
them out loud.
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Try this one. It’s held
every August. People set
up in yards, fields, and
towns all along Route 127.
It’s the World’s Longest
Yard Sale!
Shoppers look
for treasures.

Do you like a good

READ MORE

READ MORE

YARD SALE?
Start in Alabama. Mosey through Georgia. Wander Tennessee. Browse in Kentucky. Barter in
Ohio. Finish in Michigan. Drive 690 miles in four days. That’s the World’s Longest Yard Sale.
Thousands of people have shopped here every year for 34 years. The coronavirus did not
stop it this year. Most everything was outdoors. It is good to look for bargains
and to find treasure. Proverbs 23:23 reminds us what is best. “Buy truth and
do not sell it; buy wisdom, instruction, and understanding.”
AP Photos
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Describe each of the goofy mistakes in this Pilgrim home drawing.

Find thes
boot

axe

wooden
shoe

4

idden
e i te m s h

in th

wi
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n g.

book

hat

shovel

hammer

bread

knife

toothbrush
golf club

pants
spoon
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A newborn calf at the
University of Vermont

“Thank you for feeding us!”
Cows eat hay at the
University of Vermont.

READ MORE

Who would care
for the cows?

uary,
icals
Box
Rob
828)

hotos

Julia Foster milks a cow. She used to be
a student at the University of Vermont.

READ MORE
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plete
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other
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; last
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A school closed. People went
home. The cows stayed behind.
Who would take care of them?
Lots of people asked to help!
They fed and milked the cows.
They took great care of the herd.

The University of Vermont has 100 dairy cows. Students learn by taking care of the Holsteins.
The coronavirus closed the school. No one was there to take care of the cows. School leaders
asked for help. Dozens of people volunteered. Herd manager Matt Bodette is thankful
for the cow helpers. “I will never forget them,” he says. Colossians 3:23 tells us,
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.”
AP Photos
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STEP 1: In each box, circle the letter of the tool that is not like the others.
STEP 2: Write the letters of those tools in the boxes below.
What does the sentence say?

V

X

E
K

W

1

R

2

H

O

W

S
L

3

4

S

F
T
K

Y

5

J

E

B

L

7

D

8
1

2

WORK

3

D

6

G

4

S

4

5

H E A R T I LY A S F O R

6

THE

7

8

LORD
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