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LESSON

1
1  Ziva the zebra zips
2  Africa’s baobab trees 
3  Smallest swimmers
4  Find silly mistakes

Zebra mom Ziva had a baby girl in June! They are Hartmann’s mountain zebras. They live in 
the wild in Africa. But this mom and baby are at a zoo in Utah. God created zebra babies to 
stand up very soon after they are born. They need to be able to run from hungry lions. 
This baby is free to run and chase and kick up her heels. No lions will catch her. 
These zebras “range the mountains as [their] pasture.” Read Job  39:8. 1R
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Newborn baby zebra is strong. 
She stands. She kicks her legs. 
She is ready to run.

God created zebra babies 
to run from danger.

� is zebra lives in a zoo. But she 
does what God created her to do.

God made a world 
full of wonders!

The baby 
zebra runs 
at the zoo.

Ziva the Zebra 
stands with 
her baby.
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Are the trees upside-down?
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A boy holds fruit 
from a baobab tree.

Isaiah 41:19 tells us that God “will put in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia, the 
myrtle, and the olive” trees. Baobab trees are big. People build little shelters inside. The 
branches look like roots. But  these trees hold gallons of water. The trees can be burned. Their 
bark can be stripped off. Yet they do not die. So why have nine trees over 1,000 years old 
died in the last ten years?  Scientists do not know. But there is good news. The trees seem to 
be growing in places they never have grown before. 
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Lydia holds her 
breath under water.

Baobab [BAY-oh-bab] trees are 
just right for hot Africa. 

Fat trunks store water. Elephants 
tear the bark o�  and drink. 

� e trees are big. People put 
shops and shelters in some!

But many of these very old trees 
died. No one knows why.

1GB19_Sec1_02-31.indd   2 8/15/18   10:17 PM



GOD’S BIG WORLD, Issue 1, September 2018 (ISSN #2162-5573, USPS #007-920) is published 6 times per year—September, November, January, March, 
May, and July, for $23.88 per year, by God’s World News, God’s World Publications, 12 All Souls Crescent, Asheville, NC 28803. Periodicals postage paid at 

Asheville, NC, and additional mailing offi ces. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to God’s Big World, PO Box 20002, Asheville, NC 28802-
8201. • PUBLISHER: Howard Brinkman, MANAGING EDITOR: Rich Bishop, EDITOR: Victoria Drake. Member Services: (828) 435-2982. Mailing 
address: God’s Big World, PO Box 20002, Asheville, NC 28802-8201. Phone (828) 253-8063. © 2018 God’s World News, God’s World Publications.

R
E

A
D

 M
O

R
E

R
E

A
D

 M
O

R
E

AP Photos God’s Big WORLD  •  September/October 2018AP Photos

Baby Lydia cannot swim. She 
knows how to roll onto her back.

She might fall into a pool one 
day. She can � oat. 

But her parents should not leave 
her alone. � ey should be near to 
pull her out of the water. 

Acts 27:43 says, “The centurion ordered those who could swim to jump overboard fi rst 
and make for land.” Moms and dads try to keep their children safe. They always watch when 
the kids are in or near a pool. But a baby could fall into the water. If she takes lessons 
like baby Lydia did, she will know how to turn onto her back and to fl oat. Then mom 
could grab her. Doctors say kids should know how to swim by the age of four.

Why is the baby in the water?

3

Lydia fl oats on her back.

Lydia holds her 
breath under water.
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Find 20 silly mistakes at the zoo. � e word list gives you hints.

desert
polar

fire
feet

ears
purse
winter
watch
swing

rings
wheel
leaves

buttons
glasses

tie 
bus 

rhino

violin
owl

saddle

man
price
knot

rope
tree
hole
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The Gateway Arch is made of stainless steel. It stands on the banks of the Mississippi River. 
And it is a symbol of where the American West begins. People in St. Louis have spent $380 
million making the Gateway Arch Park bigger and easier for people in the city to get to. A 
land bridge was built over a highway. The museum under the Arch also was updated. 
Genesis 2:8 tells us. “And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east.” 
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The park is so much better now.

Long ago people moved West in 
covered wagons. � ey started in St. 
Louis. � e Gateway Arch reminds us. 

But the park at the Arch was not easy 
to visit.

Now people walk on a new bridge 
over a highway. � ey enjoy trees and 
gardens. � ey spend the day.

LESSON

2
1  better at the Arch
2  fi re and hungry goats 
3  tiny buildings
4  Search for letters.

1
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The wildfi re season in Portugal is July 1 to September 30. And wildfi res spread easily when 
land has lots of dry grasses and underbrush. The government has hired herds of goats to help 
clear growth that covers the hills in the countryside. Goats will eat thorns, brambles, and dried 

leaves. Cleared ground stops fi re. James 3:5 says, “How great a forest is set ablaze 
by such a small fi re!” R
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Goats on a hillside, 

Munch, munch, munch,  

Nibble the brambles,

Crunch, crunch, crunch.

� ey clean up the land

Just in time for lunch;

So bare, dry ground

A wild� re will quench.

These goats 
are 

fi refi ghters!

Daniel Fernandes 
watches his goats 
graze in Portugal.

Fire burns 
dry grass.

The goats 
like to 

have fun. 
This one 
climbed 

into a tree.

2
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There are miniature parks all over the world. The Miniwelt (Miniworld) Park is in Lichtenstein, 
Germany. It has over 100 buildings from around the world. All are 25 times smaller than the 
real thing. But they are built exactly the same. The park is open from April through October. 
We learn from Mark 4:31 that “the mustard seed is the smallest of all the seeds 
on Earth.” But when it grows up, it “becomes larger than all the garden plants.” 3

R
E

A
D

 M
O

R
E

R
E

A
D

 M
O

R
E

Have you seen the White House?

A park in Germany has it. But it is mini.

See pyramids and castles. � ere are churches 
and towers too. All are just your size!

What are the 
small buildings? 

A family walks 
past a miniature 
Statue of Liberty, 
Capitol Building, 
and Washington 
Monument.

A worker brushes a mini 
Alexandria light tower.

Model makers fi x up 
a miniature of Saint 
Basil’s Cathedral.
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1GB19_Sec2_04-29.indd   29 8/13/18   7:34 PM



All of the letters of the alphabet are hiding in the school supplies. X each that you � nd.

4 September/October 2018  •  God’s Big WORLD R. Bishop
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Corkscrew Swamp got heavy rain last year. � e 
rain stopped. And a lot of the water drained away.

People do not know what happened. Some 
animals and birds did not come back.

Audubon Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary near Naples, Florida, gets the same amount of rain 
every year. But the water quickly drains away once the rains stop. This has been going on for 
18 years. No one knows why. Is it that people use more water? Do plants that do not belong 
in Florida suck up more water than other plants? Scientists do not know. But we know 
that God cares about the world He has created. He says in Isaiah 44:3, “For I will 
pour water on the thirsty land.”R
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LESSON

3
1  life-fi lled swamp
2  good bumblebees 
3  shoes for city horses
4  picture + word = bug

AP Photos  God’s Big WORLD  •  September/October 2018

How can a swamp 
lose water? 

Animals like these live 
in the swamp: 1) pig 

frog, 2) green anole, 3) 
red-shouldered hawk, 
4) lubber grasshopper, 

5) baby alligator.
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People are buzzing around looking for bumblebees. The bees are disappearing. Scientists 
need help fi nding them. Psalm 104:24 tells about the wonders of God’s creating work. 
It says, “The Earth is full of your creatures.” God gave bumblebees an important job. 

That is why scientists are looking for them. Can you fi nd a bee? Take a picture. 
Help save bees!2
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Bumblebees are gone. Where did 
they go? People are looking for them.

God made these bees to help plants 
grow. Now the bees need help. 
Too many are dying.

Can you � nd a bumblebee? 
Take a picture. Help save bees!

A
re

 th
ey hiding in fl owers?

Are they in their nests?
Where 
are the 
bees?

Horseshoes 

McQuade is a New York City police o�  cer. 
He needs new shoes.

Two blacksmiths drive up in a truck. It has all 
their tools: horseshoes, � les, and a blazing hot 
furnace. � e horse holds still. � e men shape 
and � t his shoes. � ey hammer each one on. 

McQuade returns to work on hard streets.

1GB19_Sec3_06-27.indd   6 8/15/18   10:13 PM



Isaiah 5:28 says, “Their horses’ hoofs seem like fl int.” Fifty horses are part of the New York 
City Police department. They wear badges around t heir necks. Their steel shoes protect their 
feet. Three people with the police department trim and shoe horses. They are part of two 
mobile horse units. The farriers can be called to repair a broken shoe, to trim horse 
hoofs, and to replace old shoes. People watch them work right on the city streets.R
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Horseshoes 
wear out.

McQuade is a New York City police o�  cer. 
He needs new shoes.

Two blacksmiths drive up in a truck. It has all 
their tools: horseshoes, � les, and a blazing hot 
furnace. � e horse holds still. � e men shape 
and � t his shoes. � ey hammer each one on. 

McQuade returns to work on hard streets.

Pull off the old shoe.

Choose a size.

Nail it on.

Hammer it to the just-right shape.
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_ _ _ _ HOPPER

_ _ _ BUG

_ _ _ WIG

_ _ _ _ ANT

_ _ _ _ CATERPILLAR

_ _ _ _ _ FLY

_ _ _ FLY

_ _ _ _ _ _ FLY

What is the bug? Write the word for 
each picture in the blanks to � nd 

out. Use this word list.

4

SAW
TENT

EAR
LEAF

DRAGON
HOUSE

FIRE
BED

L
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Job 12:10 reminds us that, “in [the Lord’s] hand is the life of every thing.” He created 
people to care for the animals He made. And that is the work that everyone who cared for 
Fiona did. They took turns staying with her all day and all night. They kept her room hot. 
Someone swam under her mama to milk her like a cow. It was tiring for Fiona to suck. 
So children’s nurses put in a hippo IV to give her liquids. Now Fiona is strong and big. 
She lives with her mama and d addy.R
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R
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1

LESSON

4
1  story of a baby hippo
2  close to the sun 
3  helpers list city plants
4  weather map symbols 

AP Photos  God’s Big WORLD  •  September/October 2018

Fiona teaches kids about hippos.
Fiona is a hippo. She was born 
six weeks early. 

Zookeepers fed her. � ey kept her 
warm. � ey taught her to walk and swim. 

� e director of the zoo wrote a book.  It is 
called Saving Fiona. You might like to read it.

Kids watch the hippos. In the big 
picture, Fiona swims between her 
dad Henry, right, and her mom Bibi.

Mr. Maynard holds his book about the baby hippo.
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A wide layer of gases is around the Sun. It is called the “corona.” Scientists want to learn why 
it is so much hotter than the Sun itself. The Parker Probe will have all kinds of instruments that 
will send back to Earth what they collect. It can do that because the shield on the probe will 

not melt at the very outer part of the corona. James 1:11 says, “For the Sun rises 
with its scorching heat.” Scientists say the heat on the Sun is thousands, maybe 
millions, of degrees hot. We cannot even imagine that! R
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takes a picture of 
a “shaggy soldier” 
weed. She shows 

the plant‘s pictures 

Why is the Sun’s outer ring so 
hot? � e Parker Solar Probe 
is on its way to � nd out.  

� e spacecra�  has a super 
heat shield. It will not melt.

It will send messages back to 
Earth. � en it will burn up.

It will be a hot trip.

The solar 
spacecraft in 
the workshop

1GB19_Sec4_08-25.indd   8 8/17/18   1:53 PM



People keep track.

The project is called “New York City EcoFlora.” Scientists have asked for volunteers to use 
their smartphones. They are to photograph any wild plants that they can fi nd in the city and 
send the pictures to botanists (people who study plants). This work will help the scientists 
learn if the plants are disappearing or if insects or diseases are harming them. This is 
how people “work and keep” what God has made. Read Genesis 2:15. 3
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Have you ever seen a Mexican 
clover? Or a green comet milkweed? 
� ese grow in New York City.

People help scientists. � ey roam 
the city. � ey look for wild plants. 
� ey take photos.

A volunteer 
takes a picture of 

a “shaggy soldier” 
weed. She shows 

the plant‘s pictures 
on her phone.

New York City. Does this look like a place where 
you would fi nd plants? Yes!It will be a hot trip.
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Nogg Nogg
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Bend
Symbols on a map tell what the weather is like. What is the weather like for each town? 

Pick something you could use in that weather. Write its letter in the box by that town’s name.

An example is 
shown. Some 

towns can have 
more than one 
right answer.

J
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SmokeBot was built in Sweden and Germany. It is made to help fi re fi ghters and rescuers. It 
can go into a building that is fi lled with smoke. It has gas sensors, radar, a laser scanner, and a 
camera that detects heat. It sends information back to the people who are controlling it. They 
will know what dangers are inside a burning building. God is holy. He says in Zech-
ariah 2:5, “I will be a wall of fi re to [Jerusalem], and I will be a glory in her midst.”
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1

LESSON

5
1  robot for fi refi ghters
2  dinosaur with armor 
3  like the Lorax
4  Match dino tracks.

AP Photos  God’s Big WORLD  •  September/October 2018

Meet 
SmokeBot.

It looks like a vacuum 
cleaner on tank wheels. But it 
is built to help � re � ghters.

SmokeBot makes maps of 
smoke-� lled places. It can 
tell if bad gases are present.

It goes where it is not safe 
for people.

The bot fi nds its 
way through a 
smoky doorway.
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Scientists found this ankylosaur fossil in Utah. Many of its parts were stuck in rock. Now the 
skull, neck, backbone, tailbones, and spikes are on display at the state’s Natural History 
Museum. Fossils are like pieces of a puzzle. Not all of a creature’s parts are found together. 
People must guess what the dino’ was like. But one thing is not a guess. God created all 

things, even the dinosaurs that we cannot quite fi gure out. Genesis 1:24 tells us 
that God said, “Let the Earth bring forth living creatures.” R
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It had a fat tail. Its legs were short.

� e dino’ is a fossil. People found a skull 
and parts of a backbone and neck. 

Scientists put the bones 
together. � ey think the 
dinosaur looked like this.

2
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   This dinosaur had spikes.

A artist’s drawing shows how the dinosaur 
might have looked.

The bones are attached with rods and wires.

One is “brownish and mossy.” 
� e other is orange and � u� y.

Both live in trees.

One is make-believe. � e other is a monkey.

Dr. Seuss saw both. Which is the real Lorax?

1GB19_Sec5_10-23.indd   10 8/17/18   2:01 PM



Dr. Seuss wrote books for kids. He wanted to write one about people cutting down trees in 
his neighborhood. But he had “writer’s block.” He had no story ideas. His wife thought he 
needed a break. So she took him to Kenya. He saw wild animals. One was the fl uffy orange 
patas monkey.  Scientist Nathaniel Dominy compared monkey faces with the Lorax’s face.  
Guess which looked most like Lorax? Dr. Seuss could make up stories because 
Genesis 1:1 says, “So God created man in His own image.”
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A artist’s drawing shows how the dinosaur 

The bones are attached with rods and wires.

 Was there a real Lorax?

One is “brownish and mossy.” 
� e other is orange and � u� y.

Both live in trees.

One is make-believe. � e other is a monkey.

Dr. Seuss saw both. Which is the real Lorax?

Dr. Seuss’
Lorax

Dr. Seuss

Patas
monkey

1GB19_Sec5_10-23.indd   23 8/17/18   2:02 PM
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Scientists � nd lots of dinosaur fossils. � ey also � nd lots of dinosaur tracks. People have 
to imagine what dinosaur feet looked like by looking at the footprints. Match the dinosaur 
footprint to the foot that you think might have made it. Write the letter in the blank circle.

4 September/October 2018  •  God’s Big WORLD R. Bishop
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Yellowstone Park once had lots of trumpeter swans. These two are th e only ones left. They 
laid eggs. People put the eggs into incubators. But they did not hatch. So the people tried 
to put already-hatched babies, called cygnets, into the pair’s nest. The adults did not like 
that. Humans will care for the babies until they are older. Then the swans will go back 
to the park. We know that God cares for all the birds. Psalm 84:3 reminds us that 
“even the sparrow fi nds a home.”R
E
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R
E

Will swans 
come back to 
Yellowstone?

A pair of swans in Yellowstone Park 
laid eggs in spring. � ese did not hatch.

Scientists tried to help. 
� ey put other babies into the nest.

But Mom and Dad chased them away. 

People saved the babies. 
� ey will grow up in a swan pond.

Bill Long rescues a baby swan 
in Yellowstone National Park.

Trumpeter swan

1
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1  help for baby swans
2  giant icebergs 
3  ballet in the street
4  add hidden numbers

LESSON

6
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Great masses of ice on land are called glaciers. Glacier ice slowly moves toward the sea. The 
front end calves, falls off, into the ocean when it reaches the shore. That fl oating ice is an 
iceberg. A giant iceberg drifted  close to a village in Greenland. Scientists worried a big chunk 
might break off and cause waves of sea water to fl ood the town. But God’s winds blew it out 

to sea. Job 37:10 reminds us, “By the breath of God ice is given, and the broad 
waters are frozen fast.” R
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Icebergs break o�  land ice. 
� ey make lots of noise. � ey 
fall into the ocean.

Greenland had many icebergs 
this summer.

One was four miles wide! 
Another came close to a village.

They rumble, hiss, and crack.

Most of an iceberg is under water.
An iceberg fl oats close to a village in Greenland.

1GB19_Sec6_12-21.indd   12 8/11/18   10:10 AM



Mexico City is big and crowded. Many cars travel the city streets every day. Drivers have to 
stop at one red light after another. They feel cranky. Surprise! Ballet dancers leaped into 
the street at one red light. They danced until the light changed. The music and the 
dancers helped drivers relax. “Encourage one another and build one another up,” 
is written in 1 Thessalonians 5:11. Do you think the dancing encouraged people? 3
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Honk! Honk! What would make 
drivers in rushing tra�  c feel better?

Some ballet dancers put on 
their best tutus. Cars 
stopped at a red light. 

Music began to play. 
� e dancers twirled 
into the street. � ey 
made drivers smile.

Tutus twirl in traffic.

A dancer puts on her makeup.

A ballerina leaps.

Dancers wore fancy costumes.

Ballerinas dance during a 
red traffi c light in Mexico City.
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Find two numbers hidden in each face. Write those numbers in the blank circles. 
Add or subtract them. Write the answer in the box.

1
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King David says in Psalm 139:8, “If I ascend to heaven, you are there!” God is everywhere. 
NASA is the American space agency. It put astronauts into orbit around Earth. It sent men to 
the Moon. It launched shuttles into space. But it stopped that work about seven years ago. 
It still trains astronauts. But they have been rocketed to the International Space Station in 
Russian spacecraft. Now the Boeing and SpaceX companies are almost ready to send 
astronauts to the space station. The rockets will launch from Cape Canaveral. R
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R
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1

LESSON

7

1  picking astronauts
2  museum of washers 
3  tiny baking show
4  baking and adding

Why are they 
cheering?

� ese astronauts will � y 
into space soon. � ey will 
go in U.S.-made rockets. 

U.S. astronauts � ew to the 
space station. But Russia’s 
rockets carried them. 

� ese happy people could 
� y from Florida next year.

Astronaut Victor Glover cheers 
when his name is called.

Astronauts stand in 
front of the Starliner 
and Dragon capsules 

they will fl y.

1GB19_Sec7_13-20.indd   13 8/15/18   10:11 PM
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Jennifer Melanie Ziemons lives in Hungary. Her mom baked a lot. Jennifer baked too. But 
everything she made was mini. She is grown up now. But she still bakes “dreams made of 
sugar.” She has won many awards for her tiny creations. If Mom agrees, you could watch some 
YouTube videos of Jenny’s baking. You also will see the tiny kitchen that took her six months 

to make. God commanded Moses in Leviticus 24:5 to “take fi ne fl our and bake 
twelve loaves from it.” The loaves would be for the worship of God. R

E
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She bakes tiny cakes.

2
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Do you have a little play set? Does it have 
mini pans and spoons?

How big is the oven? Could it 
hold a tiny turkey?

Miss Z. has those things. She 
wins prizes for her little cakes.

The spoons and spatulas are tiny.

The oven 
really works.

Jennifer Melanie 
Ziemons

Jennifer even washes 
dishes in the tiny 

kitchen.

Lee Maxwell has over one thousand old washing machines! 

One has a treadmill. A goat ran on it. 
� e washer would slosh. Another 
one has a teeter-totter. You and 
a friend could have fun. And 
the sheets would get clean.

Why does Mr. Maxwell have 
so many old washers? 
He likes old things!

Have you seen a place like this?
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Lee Maxwell once taught at a college. He retired and took his wife on a trip. They drove from 
Colorado to the East Coast. They stopped at farm auctions, yard sales, and warehouses. He 
had 13 old washers by the time he got home! Mr. Maxwell has fi xed—even rebuilt—most of 
his washers. And people come to his museum to learn about all 1,500 of them! 
God commanded His people in Exodus 19:10 to “wash their garments” before 
He appeared to Moses on Mount Sinai. 3
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Lee Maxwell has over one thousand old washing machines! 

One has a treadmill. A goat ran on it. 
� e washer would slosh. Another 
one has a teeter-totter. You and 
a friend could have fun. And 
the sheets would get clean.

Why does Mr. Maxwell have 
so many old washers? 
He likes old things!

Have you seen a place like this?
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Chocolate chips
2 cents each

M&M’s candy
3 cents each

Mom let you help bake 
cookies. But she said you 
must � gure out how much 
it will cost to add treats to 
each cookie. 

Write that number in 
the white circle. An 
example is shown.

Fresh 
Cookies!

2¢ 
+ 3¢

5¢
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The Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center opened this summer. Ride through a cow barn. See 
hundreds of cows being milked. Watch a calf being born! Learn how only two people out of 
every 100 in the United States work to provide food for the other 98. Norval Dvorak wanted 
people to know how important farms are. He made plans for this museum. And it is 
here that you can learn “how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the 
Earth.” Read James 5:7. R
E

A
D

 M
O

R
E
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What do you know 
about farms?

How do you milk a cow? How do cranberries 
grow? How is yogurt made?

Learn answers at a new farm museum. 
It wants us to know how much we need farmers.

LESSON

8
1  a new farm museum
2  a closer look at bats
3  family business
4  Find the differences

What do you know 
about farms?

The museum looks like a barn. Pretend to drive a harvester.

See calves
being 
born.

Learn about animals.

1GB19_Sec8_15-18.indd   15 8/15/18   9:38 PM



R
E

A
D

 M
O

R
E

Sam Freeze and his team 
hunted bats this summer. 

A bat would � y into a tall net. 
It was weighed. A tiny  transmitter 
was attached. It was let go.

Why do some bats die from 
white-nose sickness? � e team 
wants to � nd out.

2
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Could you 
catch bats?

Student Sam Freeze 
studies the wing of 
an Eastern red bat.

A bat wiggles as it is 
caught in a net.

Bats are out 
at night. 

So students 
stayed up 

late.

Sam Freeze and his team hunted for northern long-eared bats. They put up “mist nets” to 
catch the fl ying mammals. These were examined. Details were recorded. Then a small object 
that sends out signals was attached. Millions of bats in 33 states have died from white-nose 

disease over the last ten years. Is this dangerous? Why do some bats die of the 
disease and others do not? Will the team fi nd the answers? In Leviticus 11:19 the 
people of Israel were told not to eat bats.
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See what one 
family can do!

Mrs. Bravo owns a 
shop in New York. 
Her children and 
grandchildren help her. 

� ey make a kind of 
chile sauce from Mexico. 
Many people buy it. 

Mrs. B. loves her family, 
her sauce, and her work.
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“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord, and not for men.” See Colossians 3:23. 
Mrs. Bravo and many relatives work in a small store in Brooklyn, New York. They make about 
1,600 pounds of mole poblano [MOH-lay po-BLAH-no] sauce every day. It is hard 
work. It takes two days to make the sauce. Mole poblano is called the national dish 
of Mexico. The peppers make it spicy. But chocolate keeps it from being too hot.

A new batch of 
mole is stirred.

Containers are fi lled 
and weighed.

Sesame seeds are 
poured into a grinder.

The whole family helps with the business.

3
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Both Bird and Beaver want to be mayor of Woodland. Animals of Woodland will vote for 
one or the other. But � rst they must learn the di� erence between the two candidates. 

You only need to � nd the di� erences between the two pictures! � ere are ten di� erences.
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